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Signage for the “12-12-12" concert is displayed on the Madison Square Garden jumbotron, Tuesday, Dec. 11, 2012, in New York. With a once-a-century date arriving 
Wednesday, people across the United Stated are betting on good fortune for 12-12-12. 

(AP Photo/John Minchillo) 


BRIDGET MURPHY 
Associated Press 

A sixth-grader will put aside 
her nerves and get her ears 
pierced on her 12th birth¬ 
day. Two law-enforcement 
officials will exchange wed¬ 
ding vows at 12:12 p.m. in 
Pittsburgh’s federal court¬ 
house. And gamblers can 
take advantage of promo¬ 
tions some casinos are us¬ 
ing to lure in patrons who 
want to test their luck. 

With a once-a-century date 
arriving Wednesday, some 


people across the United 
Stated are betting on good 
fortune for 12-12-12. 

In New England, Foxwoods 
Resort Casino in Connecti¬ 
cut will offer $12 in free 
slots play to rewards cards 
members who sink $12 into 
the slots. 

A Michigan casino is also 
betting that 12-12-12 is go¬ 
ing to be a lucky day for 
opening its new hotel. A rib¬ 
bon-cutting is planned for 
12:12 p.m. Wednesday for 
the eight-story, 242-room 


hotel at FireKeepers Casino 
near Battle Creek. 

Hours later, Anna Gandy, 
of Battle Creek, Michigan, 
will head to the Lakeview 
Square Mall after school lets 
out. She realized last year 
that she would turn 12 on 
12-12-12, her father Bryan 
Gandy said Tuesday. But 
between her sports team 
commitments and nerves, 
Anna decided to wait until 
Wednesday to get her ears 
pierced. 

“She’s been looking for¬ 


ward to it for a year,” he 
said of the special birthday. 
“She obviously likes the 
number 12.” 

Fans of some of music's big¬ 
gest names will feel lucky 
to see them share a stage 
Wednesday in New York's 
Madison Square Garden. 
The charity show for Super¬ 
storm Sandy victims has 
been dubbed the “12-12- 
12” concert and will include 
Bruce Springsteen and the 
E Street Band, Paul McCart¬ 
ney, the Rolling Stones, the 


Who, Eric Clapton, Billy Joel, 
Kanye West, Alicia Keys and 
Bon Jovi. 

For Green Bay Packers fans, 
Wednesday's date also will 
carry special meaning. 
Quarterback Aaron Rodg¬ 
ers wears No. 12, and the 
Wisconsin state Legislature 
has designated the day 
Aaron Rodgers Day in hon¬ 
or of the Super Bowl winner 
and last year’s MVP. 


Continued on Page 3 
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Heavy snow, cold temps keep 
Eastern Europe in deep freeze 


PREDRAG MILIC 
Associated Press 
PODGORICA, Montenegro 
(AP) — Blizzards blocked 
roads, stranded villages, 
disrupted power supplies 
and temporarily shut down 
an airport in the Balkans on 
Tuesday, the fourth straight 
day of tough winter weath¬ 
er in the region of south¬ 
eastern Europe. 

In one of the worst-hit ar¬ 
eas, snowdrifts and ava¬ 
lanches blocked roads in 
hilly northern Montenegro, 
where about a meter (3 
feet) of snow fell overnight, 
officials said. 

Across the border in south¬ 
western Serbia, heavy 
snowfall blocked roads to 
more than a dozen villag¬ 
es, with some left without 
electricity and schools be¬ 
ing closed for the rest of the 
week, officials said. 

“We have got heavy ma¬ 


chinery out and we are do¬ 
ing all we can,” said emer¬ 
gency official Samir Bakic. 
“The wind is making the ef¬ 
fort more difficult.” 

At least nine deaths across 
the region have been 
blamed on the snow and 
deep freeze, with temper¬ 
atures as low as minus-15 
Celsius (5 degrees Fahren¬ 
heit). 

Elsewhere in Serbia, where 
snow began to fall Sat¬ 
urday, officials said road 
crews were still struggling 
to clear even the central 
squares of some cities. 
Authorities banned heavy 
trucks from Serbia's roads, 
saying they want to pre¬ 
vent them from skidding 
and blocking passages. 
Predrag Marie, Serbia's top 
emergency official, apolo¬ 
gized Tuesday for failing to 
clear roads over the week¬ 
end, when hundreds of 


people were stranded in 
buses and cars. 

To the south, in Kosovo, 
heavy snow blocked villag¬ 
es in the west, toward the 
border with Albania, where 
classes in local schools 
were suspended. 

Traffic was snarled else¬ 
where too, authorities in 
Kosovo said. 

The milder climates of Mon¬ 
tenegro’s capital, Podgori¬ 
ca, and the nation's Adri¬ 
atic coast usually escape 
tough winter weather, but 
snow is blanketing Pod¬ 
gorica, too, and closed its 
airport for much of the day 
Tuesday. 

In Bosnia, some areas were 
left without electricity. And 
in Croatia, doctors warned 
the elderly and sick to stay 
indoors as hospitals report¬ 
ed dozens of cases of bro¬ 
ken limbs from falls on the 
ice and snowO 



People cross a street covered with snow and ice in Skopje, Macedonia, on Tuesday, Dec. 11, 
2012. The weather forecast predicts continuing snowfall and low temperatures for the next days in 
Eastern Europe. (AP Photo/Boris Grdanoski) 


New challenges for constitutional 
referendum as loan is postponed 


David D. Kirkpatrick 
© 2012 New York Times 
CAIRO - In the latest chal¬ 
lenge to President Moham¬ 
med Morsi, the main asso¬ 
ciation of Egyptian judges 
announced Tuesday that 
90 percent of its members 
will refuse to monitor the 
referendum set for Satur¬ 
day on an Islamist-backed 
draft constitution. The ac¬ 
tion is meant to protest the 
draft and the president's 
decree, since withdrawn. 


that temporarily set his de¬ 
cisions beyond the reach 
of judicial review. 

Egyptian law requires ju¬ 
dicial supervision of elec¬ 
tions. Advisers to Morsi said 
that they had lined up 
enough willing judicial of¬ 
ficials to proceed with the 
voting on Saturday. But the 
announcement by Ahmed 
Zend, chief of the Judges 
Club, may influence the 
debate among opponents 
over whether to campaign 


for votes against the draft 
constitution or boycott the 
referendum entirely. 

In his remarks, Zend ac¬ 
cused Morsi of repeatedly 
attacking the “sacredness” 
of the Egyptian judiciary. 
“The head of the Judges 
Club does not betray the 
judiciary, and does not be¬ 
tray Egypt,” Zend said, re¬ 
ferring to himself. 

Still, Zend has little influence 
over Morsi's Islamist sup¬ 
porters. □ 


AROUND THE WORLD 

Vatican assures world not ending 

VATICAN CITY (AP) — The Vatican's top astronomer has 
some assurances to offer: The world won't be ending 
in 10 days, despite predictions to the contrary. The Rev. 
Jose Funes, director of the Vatican Observatory, wrote in 
Wednesday’s Vatican newspaper L’Osservatore Romano 
that “it’s not even worth discussing” doomsday scenarios 
based on the Mayan calendar that are flooding the In¬ 
ternet ahead of the purported Dec. 21 apocalypse. Yes, 
Funes wrote, the universe is expanding and if some mod¬ 
els are correct, will at one point “break away” — but not 
for billions of years. The Mayan Long Count calendar be¬ 
gins in 3,114 B.C., marking time in roughly 394-year periods 
known as Baktuns. □ 

Radical Islamists kill 15 in Nigeria 

MAIDUGURI, Nigeria (AP) — A shootout in northeastern Ni¬ 
geria between security forces and members of a radical 
Islamist sect killed at least 15 people, including a local po¬ 
lice chief, authorities said Tuesday. 

The shootings took place in the city of Potiskum, which 
has increasingly become the scene of violent attacks by 
the sect known as Boko Haram. Army spokesman Lt. Eli 
Lazarus said the attack began late Sunday night in the 
city and went on for hours after suspected sect mem¬ 
bers bombed a local police station and attacked a bank 
branch. Lazarus said the dead included a police chief 
and 14 suspected Boko Haram members. Nigeria’s military 
routinely downplays such casualties. □ 

Brazil says beef is free of mad cow 

SAO PAULO (AP) — Brazil is working to convince importers 
that its beef is free of mad cow disease, the Agriculture 
Ministry said Tuesday. The campaign follows a ministry re¬ 
port saying that the carcass of a cow that died two years 
ago in southern Brazil contained disease-carrying proteins, 
or prions, but the animal did not “manifest the disease nor 
die of it”. “This episode does not pose any risk to public 
health or animal sanitary safety, considering that the ani¬ 
mal did not die of Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy 
(the scientific name of mad cow disease) and fhe fact 
that it was buried in the property itself,” fhe ministry said in 
a statement. Japan’s government has already placed a 
ban on Brazilian beef. □ 

UK to legalize same-sex marriage 

LONDON (AP) — The British government announced Tues¬ 
day that it will introduce a bill next year legalizing gay 
marriage — but banning the Church of England from con¬ 
ducting same-sex ceremonies. 

Equalities minister Maria Miller said the legislation would 
authorize same-sex civil marriages, as well as religious cer¬ 
emonies if religions decide to “opt in." “I feel strongly that, 
if a couple wish to show their love and commitment to 
each other, the state should not stand in their way,” Miller 
said. “For me, extending marriage to same-sex couples 
will strengthen, not weaken, this vital institution.” Some reli¬ 
gious groups have expressed interest in conducting same- 
sex ceremonies. □ 

Cayman Islands Premier arrested 

KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) — The leader of the Cayman 
Islands’ government was arrested Tuesday on suspicion of 
theft, abuse of office, and breach of trust in the famed 
Caribbean tax haven. Premier McKeeva Bush was arrest¬ 
ed at his home in the West Bay section of Grand Cayman 
island by officers from the Royal Cayman Islands Police 
Service. The 57-year-old Bush was detained “in connec¬ 
tion with a number of ongoing police investigations,” Dou- 
gall said in a statement. It said the probes involve suspect¬ 
ed theft related to misuse of a government credit card 
and breach of frust, abuse of office and conflict of interest 
for fhe alleged importafion of unspecified explosive sub¬ 
stances without valid permits. □ 
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Americans find dozens of ways to mark 12-12-12 


Continued fron front 

Some businesses are en¬ 
couraging employees to 
wear Rodgers jerseys and 
make $12 donations to a 
charity fund. 

According to Vicki MacKin¬ 
non, who practices numer¬ 
ology — the study of the 
occult significance of num¬ 
bers — Wednesday’s date 
represents two energies 
merging, including mascu¬ 
line and feminine energies. 
MacKinnon, of Calgary, 
Alberta, author of “Please 
Take a Number: Numerol¬ 
ogy for Real Life and Every¬ 
day Success," said Tuesday 
that those kinds of energy 
are good news for couples 
planning to marry on 12- 
12-12. Among them are 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Amy 
Johnson and Deputy U.S. 
Marshal Brian Allen. 

A federal judge in Pitts¬ 
burgh will marry the couple 
at 12:12 p.m. as they ex¬ 
change 12-word vows. 
Johnson, 34, said the cou- 
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Producers David Saltzman, left, and John Sykes speak to the media and pose for photographs as 
workers prepare Madison Square Garden for the “12-12-12" concert whose proceeds will aid the 
victims of Superstorm Sandy, Tuesday, Dec. 11, 2012, in New York. 

(AP Photo/John Minchillo) 


pie had been planning a 
small ceremony until word 
leaked out of their numeri¬ 
cally unusual plans. 


“A lot of people started 
thinking it was interest¬ 
ing and intriguing that we 
chose this day. Prior to that 


it was going to be a very 
small venture, but it's kind 
of spiraled into something," 
Johnson said. 


Officials at the Milwaukee 
County Courthouse also 
expect the hallways to be 
bustling with brides and 
grooms. At least 27 cou¬ 
ples are getting hitched 
on the 12th day of the 12th 
month of 2012, compared 
with about six on a typical 
Wednesday. In Las Vegas, 
MGM Resorts spokeswom¬ 
an Yvette Monet says all 
six of the casino wedding 
chapels the company has 
along the strip are close to 
fully booked for Wednes¬ 
day. But weddings aside, 
MacKinnon, said her read¬ 
ing of the date shows good 
fortune can come to any¬ 
one who demonstrates 
good intentions in whatev¬ 
er they do on 12-12-12. 

“I just believe that as long 
as we conduct our lives 
with the highest intentions 
for ourselves and others, 
we can make very good 
use of the energy tomor¬ 
row for manifestation of 
what we want to bring into 
our lives. ”□ 



Aruba Aloe® 

FREE Gift with purchase 

6pm - 11pm (Restrictions may apply) 

Aruba Memories 

10% Discount Storewide 

6pm - 9pm 

Baskin-Robbins 

Buy 1 Scoop & Get a 2nd Scoop 
Half Price - 6pm - close 

Daher&Co 

10% Discount Storewide 

6pm-10pm 

Divi Logo Store 

FREE Bag Tag with purchase 

2pm - 10pm 

Dunkin Donuts 

2 FREE Donuts with purchase of 
Latte; Cappuccino or Espresso 

6pm - close 

Fusion 

Happy Hour Dollar to Florin prices 
on selected items plus FREE BBQ 
snacks 7pm - 9pm 

Ginger ~ Asian Flavors 

Special 3-Course Menu $25 p.p. 
5:30pm-11pm 




J.M.R. Store 

Discounts on Select Items • 6pm-10pm 

Juan Valdez Coffee 

Buy 1 Granizado, Get 1 FREE 

6pm - 10pm 

Little Caesars Pizza 

FREE 6pc. Crazy Bread with 

Large Pizza Purchase 6pm - close 

Mermaid 

10%) off all merchandise & 15%o off 
purchases over $100 US • 6pm- 1 0pm 

R-Glass 

FREE Ring with $60 purchase 

2pm - 10pm 

Subway 

2 FREE Cookies with Foot Long purchase 
6pm-10pm 

The Lazy Lizard 

FREE Gift with purchase 

6pm - 10pm 

The Market 

$6.95 Roast ¥2 Chicken & Fries 
$8.95 ¥2 Slab of Ribs & Fries • All Day 


Where Aruba goes to play! 




10% off all merchandise & 15% 

Alelina off purchases over $100 US 

6pm-10pm Intermezzo ~ The Salon FREE Chair Massage • 6pm - 9pm 


Wednesday, December 12 • 6pm-10pm 


Open daily 10am to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com CASINO AND SHOPS 


NOTE THAT UNFORESEEN RESTRICTIONS, CHANGES & CANCELLATIONS MAY APPLY TO CERTAIN ITEMS IN THIS PROMOTION. 
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Michigan Governor Snyder signs law limiting unions 


JEFF KAROUB 
JOHN FLESHER 
Associated Press 
LANSING, Michigan (AP) — 

Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder 
signed two laws Tuesday 
weakening union power, 
dealing a devastating and 
once-unthinkable defeat 
to organized labor in a 
state that has been a cra¬ 
dle of the labor movement 
for generations. 

The House passed the anti¬ 


union bills Tuesday as hun¬ 
dreds of protesters shouted 
“shame on you” from the 
gallery and huge crowds 
of labor backers massed in 
the state Capitol halls and 
on the grounds. Gov. Rick 
Snyder says he will sign the 
laws — one dealing with 
private sector workers, the 
other with government 
employees — as early as 
Wednesday. 

Foes of the laws, including 


The Greatest 
Tree of 
them all 


The big containers roll by 
The ground shakes 
My roots tremble 
My leaves shiver 
I know what they contain 

Again it is those trees that cannot bend and give no shade 
It is Xmas time 

I am standing here all alone 

The steady trade wind has bend my back 

But I am standing firm 

I have served my people 

For the longest time 

They gather in my shade to rest 

They play cards and domino in my shade 

They repair cars in my shade 

They sell fish in my shade 

They gossip in my shade 

They make tables out of me 

But now that it is Xmas time 

They bring in trees that cannot bend and give no shade 

They decorate them and place gifts under them 

Those trees that cannot bend and give no shade 

I am standing here alone 

Every one is so busy 

No one sees me 

They look pass me 

No one appreciates me 

They take me for granted 

My back aches 

But I am standing firm 

I have solace in knowing 
That after the Xmas season 
Those trees that cannot bend 
And give no shade 
Will be thrown away 

But I.. .1 will be standing here ready to serve my people 

Oh.. .how beautiful it will be 

To put some gifts under me 

To put a little light bulb in my crown 

And say Thank you .. .thank you 

You majestic Quihi tree 

For you are the greatest forever to be. 




Protester Paula Merwin, of Leslie, Mich., stands with an American flag outside the George W. Romney 
State Building, where Gov. Snyder has an office in Lansing, Mich., Tuesday, Dec. 11, 2012. Snyder 
signed two laws Tuesday weakening union power, dealing a devastating and once-unthinkable 
defeat to organized labor in a state that has been a cradle of the labor movement for generations. 

(AP Photo/Paul Sancya) 


President Barack Obama, 
are trying to keep the spot¬ 
light on this latest battle¬ 
ground in the war over 
union rights. Democrats 
offered a series of amend¬ 
ments, one of which would 
have allowed a statewide 
referendum. All were swiftly 
rejected. 

“This is the nuclear option," 
Democratic Rep. Doug 
Geiss. “This is the most divi¬ 
sive issue that we have had 
to deal with. And this will 
have repercussions. And 
it will have personal hard 
feelings after this is all said 
and done.” 

Once the bills are enacted, 
it will mark another defeat 
for the labor movement in 
the industrial Great Lakes 


region, known as the Rust 
Belt for its once-booming 
manufacturing sector. 
Michigan, the center of 
the U.S. auto industry, will 
become the 24th right- 
to-work state, banning re¬ 
quirements that nonunion 
employees pay unions for 
negotiating contracts and 
other services. 

Supporters say the laws 
give workers more choice 
and support economic 
growth, but critics insist the 
real intent is to weaken or¬ 
ganized labor by encour¬ 
aging workers to “tree- 
load” by withholding mon¬ 
ey unions need to bargain 
effectively with manage¬ 
ment. 

“This is about freedom, fair¬ 


ness and equality,” Repub¬ 
lican House Speaker Jase 
Bolger said. “These are ba¬ 
sic American rights — rights 
that should unite us.” 

In recent years, legisla¬ 
tures in states like Michi¬ 
gan, Ohio and Wisconsin 
have been taken over by 
an aggressive Republican 
majority that vowed to cur¬ 
tail union rights. Even with 
the outcome considered 
a foregone conclusion, the 
heated battle showed no 
sign of cooling as lawmak¬ 
ers prepared to cast final 
votes. Hundreds of protest¬ 
ers flooded the state Capi¬ 
tol hours before the House 
and Senate convened, 
chanting and whistling in 
the chilly darkness.Q 


Obama, Boehner talk on fiscal cliff 


JIM KUHNHENN 
STEVEN R. HURST 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

President Barack Obama 
and House Speaker John 
Boehner spoke on the tele¬ 
phone early Tuesday eve¬ 
ning to discuss how to pull 
the U.S. economy back 
from the Jan. 1 “fiscal cliff” 
that would trigger a combi¬ 
nation of tax increases and 
spending cuts that could 
push the country back into 
economic recession, ad¬ 
ministration and congres¬ 
sional officials said. 


The conversation occurred 
after both sides exchanged 
new proposals on how to 
avoid looming fiscal cliff. 
Obama and Boehner mef 
Sunday af the White House. 
The White House then of¬ 
fered a new proposal low¬ 
ering its proposed figure 
for tax revenue from $1.6 
trillion to $1.4 trillion. Boeh¬ 
ner offered a Republican 
counter proposal on Tues¬ 
day. 

While Tuesday’s phone 
conversation and the ex¬ 
change of offers indicated 
stepped up activity, it was 


unclear whether the talks 
were resulting in real prog¬ 
ress. 

Both sides have laid out 
positions unacceptable to 
the other, a common bar¬ 
gaining tactic, but they are 
showing no real signs of giv¬ 
ing ground with less than 
three weeks remaining be¬ 
fore the deadline. Obama 
campaigned on raising 
income tax rates on the 
wealthiest Americans, to 
which Republicans object, 
and insists on that as a path 
to reducing the country’s 
spiraling budget deficitO 
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Police suspect man was lured into NYC ambush 


TOM HAYS 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Some¬ 
one wanted Brandon 
Lincoln Woodard dead 
— bad enough to appar¬ 
ently lure him to a midtown 
Manhattan block for what 
looked like a professional 
hit. But who shot Woodard 
in the back of the head 
and why remained a mys¬ 
tery on Tuesday as police 
studied security videotape 
of the unidentified gunman 
and delved into Woodard's 
checkered past for clues. 
The brazen slaying of a 
31-year-old visitor from Los 
Angeles “certainly appears 
to have been planned,” 
Police Commissioner Ray¬ 
mond Kelly told reporters. 
Based on the videotape. 
New York Police Depart¬ 
ment detectives suspect 
Woodard was lured into 
the Monday afternoon 
ambush shortly after he 
checked out of a hotel on 
nearby Columbus Circle, 
Kelly said. The killer had ar¬ 
rived at least 30 minutes 
before the gunfire erupted 
in a normally safe neigh¬ 
borhood teeming with car 
and pedestrian traffic. The 
man, who appears to be 
bald and have a beard, 
could be seen exiting the 
passenger side of a parked 
Lincoln sedan and pacing 
as he waited, police said. 
After Woodard got there. 


he checked his phone and 
walked back and forth as if 
looking for an address, po¬ 
lice said. When the shooter 
approached, Woodard 



Brandon Lincoln Woodard, 31, 
was shot in the head Monday, 
Dec. 10, 2012, in the New York 
City borough of Manhattan, 
in what police suspect is a 
professional killing. 

(AP Photo) 

appeared to look back at 
him for a split second. He 
looked away again after 
“showing no sign of recog¬ 
nition,” Kelly said. 

A security photo — re¬ 
leased to seek the public’s 
help in identifying the gun¬ 
man — shows him reaching 
into his pocket for a pistol 
moments before he fired a 
single deadly round. 
Afterward, the shooter left 
Woodard in a pool of blood 
on the sidewalk, slipped 
into the same Lincoln se¬ 
dan and was driven away. 
Ballistics evidence pointed 
to a possible lead: The 9mm 


semiautomatic used to kill 
Woodard was the same 
weapon used to last month 
to shoot up the outside of a 
home in Queens where no¬ 
body was hurt. Police also 
recovered two phones car¬ 
ried by the victim. 
Investigators were still trying 
to determine what Wood¬ 
ard — who checked into 
his hotel on Sunday after 
flying in from California on 
a one-way ticket — was 
doing in the city. Kelly said 
he has been described as 
a promoter but had no fur¬ 
ther details. Kelly declined 
to comment on news re¬ 
ports that Woodard’s 
mother ran a mortgage 
business in California that 
was mired in litigation and 
other troubles. 

Authorities in Los Angeles 
and Las Vegas confirmed 


that Woodard had a his¬ 
tory of run-ins with the law 
in both places. 

Woodard had been due 
back in court on Jan. 22 
following his arrest by LA 
County sheriff’s deputies in 
West Hollywood in April on 
a felony cocaine posses¬ 
sion charge. He had previ¬ 
ously pleaded not guilty. 
Court records show that in 
December 2009, Woodard 
pleaded no contest in the 
Los Angeles suburb of Tor¬ 
rance to a misdemeanor 
charge of hit-and-run driv¬ 
ing. He was sentenced to 
three years of probation 
and a day in jail. However, 
his probation was terminat¬ 
ed in January 2011. 

In 2008, he pleaded no 
contest to two misdemean¬ 
or charges of grand theft of 
property .□ 



This still image shows the gunman, left, behind Brandon Lincoln 
Woodard pulling the weapon from his jacket pocket a moment 
before the shooting, Mon. Dec. 10, 2012 in New York. 

(AP Photo) 
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Enjoy our 
much celebrated 

3-Course 
Dinner Special! 


• Fish Soup 

• Onion Soup 

• Conch Fritters 

• Escargot 

• Salad 

• Fresh Catch of the Day 

prepared by our local chef just the way you like it. 

• Jumbo Shrimp from our local waters, 
breaded served with potato or rice or 
with garlic tossed over linguine. 

• Filet Mignon* 8 oz. US Tenderloin 

• Grilled Boneless Chicken Breast 


C Dessert 


• Chocolate or Banana Cake 

• Ice Cream ___ 


Coffee / Tea 


This special cannot be used with any 
other promotions, vouchers or certificates. 




25th ANNIVERSARY 


Open daily from 5:00pm - 10:30pm (closed on Sundays) 
For reservations call: 583-2515 - Klipstraat 12, Downtown. 
www.driftwoodaruba.com • driftwood@setarnet.aw 


ARUBA 


SMltTHII 


FARM 




* Eal. drink, tour and relax 

* Fregh home cooked meals 
»Open from 9'am - 4'pm 

* Hotel transfers available 


50 % OFF 

TOUR PRICE IF YOU 
STAY FOR LUNCH. 


No reservations 
needed for 
SMALL GROUPS 


Hotel transfer available! 

Tel: 585-9630 
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Tel: 583-5669 

www.aquawindtes.CQm 


SCUBA DIVING 


ft Day Beginner Course 
1 and 2 Tank Dives. 
Certification Courses 
Private Snorkel Tours 


Fitness 


Spinning 
Body Pump 
Zumba Plus 
Body Sculpt 


Aqua Fitness 


* Aqua Spinning 

* Stretching / Toning 

* Condition Swimming 

* Senior / Rehat) 



Man gets 10 years in suicide-bomber plot 


MICHAEL TARM 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — A man 

who pleaded guilty to a 
plot to attend a Soma¬ 
lia training camp with the 
dream of becoming a 
suicide bomber was sen¬ 
tenced Tuesday to nearly 
10 years in prison. 

Standing in orange jail 


clothes, his hands behind 
his back, 29-year-old Shak¬ 
er Masri looked calm as 
a judge imposed the sen¬ 
tence for one count of at¬ 
tempting to provide mate¬ 
rial support and resources 
to a terrorist group. 

“That you were willing to 
die in harming others is ex¬ 
tremely disturbing to this 


court,” U.S. District Judge 
Sharon Johnson Coleman 
told him. “There is a need to 
deter you, people such as 
Mr. Masri, from this type of 
behavior." 

Masri — who was born in Al¬ 
abama but has close fam¬ 
ily ties to Syria — allegedly 
talked with an informant 
about killing a busload of 
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U.S. soldiers and learning 
how to strap on a belt-full 
of explosives. He also alleg¬ 
edly spoke about “heav¬ 
enly rewards one would re¬ 
ceive for martyrdom,” ac¬ 
cording to a government 
presentencing filing. 
“Masri’s goal was to be a 
tool of indiscriminate mur¬ 
der,” the same filing said. 
Masri was arrested in Au¬ 
gust 2010 hours before he 
was scheduled to leave 
the country for a trip to So¬ 
malia, where he hoped to 
become a suicide bomber 
for al-Qaida and another 
terrorist group, al-Shabab, 
prosecutors have said. He 
had allegedly started talk¬ 
ing to a confidential FBI in¬ 
formant of his plans a little 
more than two weeks be¬ 
fore his arrest. 

After his arrest, investigators 
found a copy of Osama 
bin Ladin’s manifesto, “The 
Declaration of War Against 
the Americans" on his com¬ 
puter as well as the book 
“The Islamic Ruling on the 
Permissibility of Self-Sacrifi¬ 
cial Operations: Suicide or 



This undated file photo pro¬ 
vided by the U.S. Marshals 
Service shows Shaker Masri, 
29, of Chicago. 

(AP Photo) 


Martyrdom?" 

Masri allegedly admired 
Anwar al-Awlaki, a U.S.- 
born cleric believed to 
have inspired the 2009 Fort 
Hood, Texas, shootings and 
the attempted bombing 
of a jetliner approaching 
Detroit on Christmas Day in 
2009. A U.S. drone attack 
killed al-Awlaki last year.Q 
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US defends $1.9B deal with British banking giant 



Lanny Breuer, center. Assistant Attorney General of the Justice 
Department’s Criminal Division, addresses a news conference 
in Brooklyn, N.Y., Tuesday, Dec. 11, 2012. British bank HSBC has 
agreed to pay $1.9 billion to settle a New York based-probe in 
connection with the laundering of money from narcotics traf¬ 
fickers in Mexico, U.S. authorities announced Tuesday. Among 
those joining Breuer is Treasury Under Secretary David Cohen, 
left. 


CHRISTINA REXRODE 
LARRY NEUMEISTER 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Ameri¬ 
can authorities on Tuesday 
cited “astonishing" dys¬ 
function at the British bank 
HSBC and said that it had 
helped Mexican drug traf¬ 
fickers, Iran, Libya and oth¬ 
ers under U.S. suspicion or 
sanction to move money 
around the world. 

HSBC agreed to pay $1.9 
billion, the largest penalty 
ever imposed on a bank. 
The U.S. stopped short of 
charging executives, citing 
the bank's immediate, full 
cooperation and the dam¬ 
age that an assault on the 
company might cause on 
economies and people, 
including thousands who 
would lose jobs if the bank 
collapsed. 

Outside experts said it was 
evidence that a doctrine of 
“too big to fail,” or at least 
“too big to prosecute,” was 
alive and well four years af¬ 
ter the financial crisis. 

The settlement avoided 
a legal battle that could 


have further savaged the 
bank's reputation and un¬ 
dermined confidence in 
the banking system. HSBC 
does business in almost 80 
countries, so many that it 


(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 

calls itself “the world’s local 
bank.” 

Lanny A. Breuer, assistant 
attorney general of the 
Justice Department's crimi¬ 
nal division, cited a “stun¬ 
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ning, stunning failure” by 
the bank to monitor itself. 
He said that it enabled 
countries subject to U.S. 
sanction — Cuba, Iran, Lib¬ 
ya, Myanmar and Sudan 


— to move about $660 mil¬ 
lion in prohibited transac¬ 
tions through U.S. financial 
institutions, including HSBC, 
from the mid-1990s through 
September 2006.Q 
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Obama: U.S. recognizes 
Syria’s main rebel group 


Steps toward recovery in 
a community still vacated 


MATTHEW LEE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama de¬ 
clared Syria’s main opposition 
group the sole “legitimate 
representative” of its coun¬ 
try’s people Tuesday, deem¬ 
ing the move “a big step” in 
the international diplomatic 
efforts to end Syrian Presi¬ 
dent Bashar Assad’s embat¬ 
tled regime. Obama said the 
newly formed Syrian Opposi¬ 
tion Council “is now inclusive 
enough” to be granted the 
elevated status, which paves 
the way for the greater U.S. 
support for the organization. 
“Obviously, with that recog¬ 
nition comes responsibilities,” 
Obama said in an interview 
Tuesday with ABC News. “To 
make sure that they organize 
themselves effectively, that 
they are representative of all 
the parties, that they commit 
themselves to a political tran¬ 
sition that respects women’s 
rights and minority rights.” 
Recognition of the council 
as the sole representative 
of Syria’s diverse population 
brings the U.S. in line with Brit¬ 
ain, France and several of 
America's Arab allies, which 
took the same step shortly 
after the body was created 
at a meeting of opposition 
representatives in Qatar last 
month. 


Obama’s announce¬ 
ment follows his admin¬ 
istration’s blacklisting of 
a militant Syrian rebel 
group with links to al-Qa- 
ida. That step is aimed at 
blunting the influence of 
extremists amid fears that 
the regime may use or 
lose control of its stockpile 
of chemical weapons. 
Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta said Tuesday 
that the Syrian govern¬ 
ment seems to have 
slowed preparations for 
the possible use of chemi¬ 
cal weapons against reb¬ 
el forces. Last week, U.S. 
officials said there was 
evidence that Syrian forc¬ 
es had begun preparing 
sarin, a nerve agent, for 
possible use in bombs. 

“At this point the intelli¬ 
gence has really kind of 
leveled off,” Panetta told 
reporters traveling with 
him to Kuwait, where he 
will visit U.S. troops at the 
start of a four-day trip. 
“We haven’t seen any¬ 
thing new indicating any 
aggressive steps to move 
forward in that way." 

U.S. recognition of the op¬ 
position council is expect¬ 
ed to be a centerpiece 
of an international con¬ 
ference on the Syria crisis 
in Morocco this week. □ 


PETER APPLEBOME 
© 2012 New York Times 
ORTLEY BEACH, N.J. - Gone 
is the smell of gas from 
fractured pipes that hung 
eerily in the air when res¬ 
cue workers first arrived. 
But what you see now is not 
much better-the buildings 
knocked down or ripped 
open like stage sets, the 
endless mounds of junked 


refrigerators, soaked insula¬ 
tion and shattered glass. 
There is no electricity, gas 
service or drinkable water. 
No one is back home and 
no business is operating. 
There are about 2,400 resi¬ 


dences in town. Virtually 
every one was damaged 
by the storm. About 10 
percent were destroyed. 
But six weeks after Hur¬ 
ricane Sandy sent cas¬ 
cades of seawater roar¬ 
ing through local streets, 
Mike Pedano, a contrac¬ 
tor who knows enough 
about building to believe 
only what his eyes tell 


him, looked around and 
thought. Well, so far, so 
good. 

Wayward houses, boats 
and downed power lines 
had been dislodged from 
streets. A tractor sat atop 


a 50-foot-high mountain 
of sand that is part of the 
beach and dune rebuild¬ 
ing. Ortley Beach will be shut 
down four days this week 
for gas service restoration, 
which could happen by the 
end of the month for houses 
structurally sound enough. 
More than 200 loads of de¬ 
bris, 100 cubic yards each, 
had been hauled away. 

“We were told this was all 
going to be closed down 
for eight to 10 months,” said 
Pedano, 55, known around 
town as Uncle Mike, who 
was within a week or two 
of completing a two-family 
beach house for himself 
and his cousin, Pete Rizzuto, 
when the storm wrecked the 
first floor buf left it standing. 
“They're moving faster than 
Grant took Richmond.” 

But while progress on the in¬ 
frastructure has been signifi¬ 
cant, residents have been 
allowed home for only a 
few days. Restoration, thus, 
has come in baby steps - at 
least for those with homes 
left to restore. 

So the trucks and vans with 
the stickers that allow ac¬ 
cess to the island - Chicago 
Water and Fire Restoration, 
Samaritan’s Purse Disaster 
Relief, Lombardo’s Roofing 
and Exteriors - tell the tale.C 



Mike Pedano, a contractor, holds photos of the beach house 
that he and his cousin built, which was damaged by Hurricane 
Sandy, in Ortley Beach, N.J. Six weeks after Hurricane Sandy 
sent cascades of seawater roaring through local streets, 
residents in areas like Ortley Beach that were hit by Sandy are 
slowly recovering. (Todd Heisler/The New 
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Extremists among Syrian rebels who seized base 


BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Syrian rebels 
including Islamic extremists 
took full control of a sprawl¬ 
ing military base Tuesday af¬ 
ter a bloody two-day battle 
that killed 35 soldiers, ac¬ 
tivists said. It was the latest 
gain by opposition forces 
bolstered by an al-Qaida- 
linked group that has pro¬ 
vided skilled fighters but 
raised concerns in the West. 
The Sheik Suleiman military 
base was the second major 
base captured in the north 
by the rebels, who also are 
making inroads farther south 
toward the capital, Damas¬ 
cus. 

In other violence, dozens 
of people were reported 
injured or killed in Aqrab, 
a village in central Hama 
province, in a series of ex¬ 
plosions. The Britain-based 


SHAWN POGATCHNIK 
Associated Press 
DUBLIN (AP) — Leaders 
from across Northern Ire¬ 
land appealed Tuesday 
for a week of angry, illegal 
Protestant street protests 
to end after a gang sur¬ 
rounded a policewoman's 
car and hurled a Molotov 
cocktail inside. 

Police said the officer 
wasn’t wounded because 
the car didn’t catch on 
fire, but about 40 other po¬ 
lice have been hurt during 
the past week of street 
clashes, driving away 
tourism and soiling North¬ 
ern Ireland’s image as a 
land at peace. Extremists 
from the British Protestant 
majority have turned out 
in force, blocking roads 
across Belfast and several 
suburbs ever since Belfast 
City Council voted Dec. 3 
to stop flying the British flag 
year-round. 

Road blockades in some 


Syrian Observafory for Hu¬ 
man Rights reported the 
bloodshed, citing activists 
in the area, but had no im¬ 
mediate death toll or de¬ 
tails on who was to blame. 
Fighters from jihadi groups, 
including Jabhat al-Nusra, 
were among those doing 
battle in the rebel ranks as 
they took control of Sheik 
Suleiman base, near the 
northern city of Aleppo, 
according to the Obser¬ 
vatory and other activists. 
The presence of the jihadi 
groups has raised con¬ 
cerns in the U.S. and other 
nations that are support¬ 
ing the opposition in Syria 
but do not want to see ex¬ 
tremists gain power in the 
region. The U.S. this week 
blacklisted al-Nusra as a 
foreign terrorist organiza¬ 
tion and said the group 
was part of al-Qaida in 


Protestant parts of Belfast 
resumed Tuesday night, 
despite warnings from pol¬ 
iticians and police chiefs 
that someone would be 
killed if the trouble contin¬ 
ued. The politician at the 
center of the storm. Alli¬ 
ance Party deputy leader 
Naomi Long, accused the 
protesters of seeking fo im¬ 
pose “mob rule” on North- 


Iraq. Buf al-Nusra fight¬ 
ers appear to be among 
the most effective fighting 
forces on the rebel side, 
spearheading many of the 


(AP Photo / Paul Faith, PA) 

ern Ireland, the part of the 
island that remained in the 
United Kingdom when the 
predominantly Catholic 
rest of Ireland won inde¬ 
pendence in 1922. 

Death threats have forced 
Long, who represents Prot¬ 
estant east Belfast in British 
Parliament, to abandon 
her home and office. Prof- 
esfanf extremists blame her 


recent gains. The U.S. terror 
designation freezes any as¬ 
sets members of al-Nusra 
may have in U.S. jurisdic¬ 
tions and bars Americans 


small cross-community par¬ 
ty for providing the council 
votes needed to approve 
a Catholic-backed motion 
removing the British flag 
from Belfast City Hall for all 


from providing the group 
with material support. It’s 
largely symbolic because 
the group is not thought to 
have holdings or support 
in the United States, but 
officials hope the penal¬ 
ties will encourage others 
to take similar action and 
discourage Syrians from 
joining. The administration 
took further action Tuesday 
against extremists on both 
sides, with the Treasury De¬ 
partment setting separate 
sanctions against two se¬ 
nior al-Nusra leaders and 
two militant groups oper¬ 
ating under the control 
of Syrian President Bashar 
Assad’s government. Two 
commanders of fhe pro¬ 
regime shabiha force also 
were fargefed. “We will 
target the pro-Assad mi¬ 
litias just as we will the ter¬ 
rorists who falsely cloak 
themselves in the flag of 
the legitimate opposition,” 
said David S. Cohen, the 
department's sanctions 
chief. Western officials 
have raised concerns that 
an increasingly desperate 
Assad might unleash his 
chemical weapons stock¬ 
piles against rebels in an 


but 18 days a yearO 


act of desperation.Q 
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A Free Syrian Army fighter walks over the ruins of a building 
bombed by a Syrian Army jet in Fafeen village, north of Aleppo 
province, Syria, Tuesday, Dec. 11, 2012. Syrian rebels including 
Islamic extremists took full control of a sprawling military base 
Tuesday after a bloody two-day battle that killed dozens of 
soldiers, activists said. It was the latest gain by opposition forces 
bolstered by an al-Qaida-linked group that has provided skilled 
fighters but raised concerns in the West. 

(AP Photo/Manu Brabo) 


Belfast leaders decry petrol-bomb attack 



A burnt out car still smolders in Belfast after loyalists protesters 
clashed with police as they protested against new restrictions 
on flying the Union flag. Eight police officers were injured and 
more than a dozen people arrested during overnight clashes 
between loyalists and riot police. 
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Greece to announce bond buyback results 


bonds at rock bottom 
prices during the worst pe¬ 
riod of the financial crisis 
and now stand to make a 
hefty profit. Greece’s cash- 
starved banks, which own 
more than €15 billion worth 
of the bonds, had little op¬ 


percent higher, on expec¬ 
tations that the deal would 
succeed. The country’s in¬ 
ternational bailout creditors 
— fellow eurozone coun¬ 
tries and the International 
Monetary Fund — had de¬ 
manded the buyback as 



Athenians walk past a central Athens branch of National Bank 
of Greece, the country's largest lender, Tuesday, Dec. 11, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris) 


NICHOLAS PAPHITIS 
Associated Press 
ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 

Greece will reveal the re¬ 
sults of a key debt buyback 
deal Wednesday, after an 
extended deadline for pri¬ 
vate investors to decide 
whether they will sell back 
their Greek bond holdings 
at a discount expired with¬ 
out any official announce¬ 
ments. 

Finance ministers from the 
17 European Union coun¬ 
tries that use the euro held 
a conference call late Tues¬ 
day on the deal, which is 
designed to ease Greece’s 
crippling debt load and 
unlock vital rescue loans. 
There were no comments 
after the call, and the 
Greek debt management 
agency said it would issue 
a statement on investor re¬ 
sponse early Wednesday. 
The deal offered attrac¬ 
tive terms to foreign funds 
that had bought the Greek 


tion other than to sign up 
as they depend on govern¬ 
ment rescue loans. 
Greece’s main stock index 
rallied Tuesday, closing 2.3 


one of the conditions for 
paying out a long-delayed 
installment in rescue loans.lt 
the buyback goes well, eu¬ 
rozone officials will approve 


Thursday the disbursement 
of €34 billion. The money 
is earmarked to boost do¬ 
mestic lenders and pay 
some of the government's 
mounting bills to state 
suppliers. Debt-crippled 
Greece has depended on 
international rescue loans 
for the past two and a half 
years, after it admitted its 
budget deficit was more 
than three times the initial 
forecast and swiftly lost ac¬ 
cess global bond markets. 
In exchange for the funds, 
the government repeat¬ 
edly slashed incomes and 
raised taxes to tame the 
deficit — but in the pro¬ 
cess created widespread 
public resentment. That is 
expected to increase with 
the submission to Parlia¬ 
ment Friday of a new tax 
bill incorporating many of 
Greece’s latest austerity 
commitments, including a 
15 percent tax on bank de¬ 
posit earningsO 


Pressure grows 
for El Salvador 
over massacre 

SAN SALVADOR, El Salva¬ 
dor (AP) — Rights groups 
are calling on El Salvador to 
investigate the 1981 army 
massacre of about 1,000 
people at El Mozote. Ju¬ 
diciary officials say cases 
could be opened despite 
a 1980s amnesty law. The 
Inter-American Court of Flu- 
man Rights says El Salvador 
should reopen its investiga¬ 
tion into the civil war-era 
massacre, and pay restitu¬ 
tion to the victims' relatives. 
Chief Justice Martin Rogel 
of the country's third circuit 
court says a judge could 
“declare the amnesty law 
does not apply” to the case, 
if prosecutors were to bring 
charges for crimes against 
humanity. El Salvador’s For¬ 
eign Ministry said in a state¬ 
ment Tuesday it recognizes 
the Inter-American court's 
ruling and noting "the vic¬ 
tims and their families have 
the right to moral and eco¬ 
nomic reparation."□ 
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Kazakh guard 
sentenced in 
fifteen deaths 

ANDREW ROTH 
© 2012 New York Times 
MOSCOW - A military court 
in a remote city in eastern 
Kazakhstan sentenced a 
20-year-old border guard 
to life in prison Tuesday over 
the killing of 15 people, 
in a case that has drawn 
widespread skepticism of 
the authorities in the former 
Soviet state. 

In May, 14 soldiers and a 
gamekeeper were killed in 
Arkankergen, in a mountain 
range on the Chinese 
border, and the soldiers’ 
outpost was burned. A few 
days later, the surviving 
young guard, Vladislav 
Chelakh, was found hiding 
nearby. Investigators said 
he confessed; prosecutors 
said he had been hazed. 
However, the young 
man eventually said 
that investigators had 
threatened to torture him 
if he did not confess, and 
that smugglers had carried 
out the killingsO 


OPEC considers oil output, Iran-Saudi rivalry 


GEORGE JAHN 
Associated Press 
VIENNA (AP) — Tough 
decisions await OPEC oil 
ministers sitting down this 
week for a policy meeting. 
The 12-nation cartel has 
to deal not only with how 
much crude to produce 
for the next few months but 
must also fill a senior posi¬ 
tion coveted both by Saudi 
Arabia and archrival Iran. 
With world supplies ample, 
there is some rationale for 
curbing output when the 
ministers meet Wednesday 
in Vienna. Oil inventories 
in the major industrialized 
countries are high, with 
an energy boom in the 
United States resulting in 
stocks of oil at their most 
plentiful there since 2008. 
Meanwhile, the Organiza¬ 
tion of the Petroleum Ex¬ 
porting Countries is pushing 
out over 31 million barrels 
a day. That’s substantially 
more than its official daily 
ceiling of 30 million bar¬ 
rels and the highest in four 
years, when calculated 


over a year. But other fac¬ 
tors suggest there may be 
no change. 

The world economy re¬ 
mains weak, despite some 
signs of a halting recovery 
in the United States and a 
bottoming out in the down¬ 
turn in China. Reducing 
output now would spike 
prices, endangering the 
fragile recovery and further 
cutting back on the world's 
oil consumption. 

Then there is the “fiscal 
cliff.” The U.S. risks slipping 
into recession if hundreds 
of billions of dollars in expir¬ 
ing tax cuts and automatic 
spending reductions take 
effect on Jan. 1. Mideast 
tensions focused on Syria, 
Israel and the Palestinians 
and Iran’s nuclear program 
could also drive up prices, 
even without any OPEC 
cutbacks. As always, the 
price of a barrel of crude 
is likely to be the main de¬ 
cider. The average cost of 
the group’s oil basket — a 
mix of grades produced 
by OPEC countries — has 


been above $100 a barrel 
for the last two years — a 
first in OPEC’s history. Brent 
crude, which is used to 
price international variet- 



Iran’s Minister of Petroleum 
Rostam Ghasemi arrives at a 
hotel for a meeting of OPEC, in 
Vienna, Austria, Tuesday, Dec. 
11,2012. 

(AP Photo/Ronald Zak) 


ies of oil, has also been well 
over $100 a barrel for this 
year. That price appears 
to be in the comfort zone 


of most OPEC member 
nations, and comments 
ahead of the meeting by 
some oil ministers suggest 
that the OPEC meeting 
might settle for the status 
quo in production Wednes¬ 
day, while urging members 
to stop exceeding their in¬ 
dividual output quotas. “As 
long as there is demand for 
crude oil, there is no need 
to do anything,” United 
Arab Emirates Energy Min¬ 
ister Mohamed bin Dhaen 
Al Hamli told reporters on 
Tuesday, while Iranian oil 
minister Rostam Ghasemi 
described the status quo as 
“good right now.” “There is 
no expectation of any sort 
of action that would re¬ 
strain supply coming out 
of the Vienna gathering,” 
said John Kingston, an an¬ 
alyst at energy and metals 
information provider Platts. 
Jason Schenker of Pres¬ 
tige Economics noted that 
prices are at levels “OPEC 
ministers have described 
as ‘fair,’ ‘sustainable,’ ‘rea¬ 
sonable,’ etc. "□ 
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Venezuela: 

Doctors optimistic about Chavez 


Bolivia judges balk at setting 
New York businessman free 


IAN JAMES 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Venezuelan President 
Hugo Chavez was prepar¬ 
ing to undergo a new can¬ 
cer surgery on Tuesday in 
Cuba, his government said, 
after his illness reappeared 
despite a year and a half of 
surgeries and treatments. 
Venezuela's government 
said in a statement that 
Chavez's medical team 
had begun “pre-operative 
protocol” to carry out the 
surgery on Tuesday. 

“His medical team has 
transmitted its optimism 
about the success of this 
operation,” the govern¬ 
ment said in the statement, 
which Information Minister 
Ernesto Villegas read on 
television. He said the gov¬ 
ernment called on Ven¬ 
ezuelans to “remain united 
in prayer." Venezuela re¬ 
leased the statement af¬ 
ter Ecuadorean President 
Rafael Correa said Chavez 
was undergoing the opera¬ 
tion “at this moment.” 

“It’s a very delicate op¬ 
eration,” Correa said at an 
event in the Ecuadorean 
city of Tulcan. 

“He's passing through one 
of the hardest moments of 
his life. Our heart and our 


solidarity are with a historic 
president," he said. Cor¬ 
rea, a close ally of the so¬ 
cialist leader, traveled to 
Cuba on Monday to meet 


continue on with his leftist 
movement. 

In recent days, groups of 
supporters have gathered 
to pray for Chavez in Vene¬ 




Cuba’s President Raul Castro, right, receives Venezuela's Presi¬ 
dent Hugo Chavez at the Jose Marti International airport in Ha¬ 
vana, Cuba, Monday, Dec. 10, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Granma) 


with Chavez. 

The Venezuelan president 
announced on Saturday 
that he needed to under¬ 
go a fourth cancer-related 
surgery after tests showed 
that “some malignant 
cells” had reappeared in 
the same area in his pelvic 
region where tumors were 
previously removed. 
Chavez also said for the first 
time that if his illness cuts 
short his presidency. Vice 
President Nicolas Maduro 
should take his place and 
be elected president to 


zuela and elsewhere. In Bo¬ 
livia, American actor Sean 
Penn joined a candlelight 
vigil on Monday wearing 
a track suit emblazoned 
with the colors of Venezu¬ 
ela’s flag, just like one that 
Chavez has worn. 

“He is one of the most im¬ 
portant forces we’ve had 
on this planet. And I will wish 
him nothing but that great 
strength he has shown over 
and over again,” Penn 
told a crowd at the vigil, 
his voice quavering with 
emotion. □ 


LA PAZ, Bolivia (AP) — A 

Bolivian appeals panel has 
refused to immediately re¬ 
lease a New York business¬ 
man, despite evidence he 
was fleeced and extorted 
by prosecutors who have 
had him jailed for 18 months 
without charges on suspi¬ 
cion of money laundering. 
Instead, the two judges sent 
the case of Jacob Ostreich- 
er back to the trial judge. 
They ordered her to recon¬ 
sider favorable evidence 
she previously threw out at 


the urging of an official who 
is now under arrest. 
Ostreicher's case led to 
the uncovering of a shake- 
down ring allegedly run by 
the No. 1 legal advisor in 
the Interior Ministry, and in¬ 
cluding two prosecutors. 
It came after actor Sean 
Pean interceded with Presi¬ 
dent Evo Morales. 

Penn was at the hearing 
but did not comment. He 
has praised Morales' de¬ 
cisiveness in pursuing the 
ring.Q 


Brazil’s Silva knew of 
cash-for-votes scam 


SAO PAULO (AP) — A Brazil¬ 
ian newspaper says it had 
access to a businessman’s 
testimony linking the na¬ 
tion's popular former presi¬ 
dent to a massive cash-for- 
votes corruption scheme. 
Brazil’s top court found 25 
people guilty in a landmark 
trial that ended recently. 
While top aides of former 
President Luiz Inacio Lula 
da Silva were found guilty, 
Silva himself was never im¬ 
plicated. 

The Estado de S. Paulo 


newspaper reports Tuesday 
that businessman Marcos 
Valerio, a key figure in the 
case, sought out prosecu¬ 
tors and gave them the 
testimony in September, 
after he was already found 
guilty. He was later sen¬ 
tenced to 40 years in prison. 
Valerio reportedly told them 
Silva knew and approved 
of the scheme, and used 
some of the cash involved 
for personal expenses. 

Silva has denied knowing of 
the scheme. □ 



S 


5 a 

o ^ 

.*L-J 


Tel: 583-5669 

www.aquawindies.eQm 


SCUBA DIVING 


* Vt Day Beginner Course 

* 1 arid 2 Tank Div@$ 

* Certification Courses 

* Private Snorkel Tours 



Fitness 


Aqua Fitness 


Spinning 
Body Pump 
Zumba Plus 
Body Sculpt 



zJL 


Aqua Spinning 
Stretching / Toning 
Condition Swimming 
Senior / Rehab 


■1^ 


£ m . I kF I ta 'Ll I h M C9J1 










































Beachfront With Benefits 

Blue Residences 




ORANJESTAD- Aruba’s tag¬ 
line is “One Happy Island.” 
Anyone who purchases a 
piece of that island at Blue 
Residences (www.bluea- 
ruba.com), scheduled for 
a winter 2013 opening, will 
certainly have a lot of rea¬ 
sons to feel happy. Beauti¬ 
ful beaches? Check. Spec¬ 
tacular views? Check. Lux¬ 
ury living? Check. Whole 
ownership with access to 
Preferred Residences® benefits? 

Check here, too. 

The project encompasses 
124 whole-ownership units 
in three eight-story tow¬ 
ers, all with a panoramic 
view of the Caribbean and 
just a few steps from the 
beach. On-site amenities 
will include a clubhouse, 
pool, snack bar, mini mar¬ 
ket, landscaped sun-deck, 
fitness center, and full-ser¬ 
vice spa. 

All purchasers receive a 


complimentary member¬ 
ship in Preferred Residenc¬ 
es and the extensive leisure 
and lifestyle benefits that 
entails. “Potential buyers 
know the Preferred Resi¬ 
dences brand and recog¬ 
nize that standards will be 
kept high," says Alberto 
Perret Gentil, senior vice 
president and chief oper¬ 
ating officer for Grupo Per- 
ing and project manager 
for Blue Residence. 

Going Up 

Now GrupoPering’s sec¬ 
ond resort in Aruba after 
the beautiful Oceania Resi¬ 
dences on Eagle Beach 
is becoming a reality. The 
first phase of construction 
is well underway on the 
5-acre (2 hectares) site, 
which includes 84 units in 
two eight-story towers. Pre¬ 
sales began in 2011, and, in 
a little over a year, 45 had 
already sold. “We’re very 


pleased with sales," Perret 
Gentil says. “They’ve been 
even better than expect¬ 
ed. That is why we decided 
to include the second tow¬ 
er as part of Phase 1 ” 

Each tower will contain 24 
two-bedroom, two-bath 
units (each measuring 1,023 
square feet/95 square me¬ 
ters); 12 three-bedroom, 
three-bath units (1,617 
square feet/150 square 
meters); four three-bed- 
room, four-bath penthous¬ 
es (2,153 square feet/200 
square meters) and two 
five-bedroom, five-and- 
a-half-bath penthouses 
(3,197 square feet/297 
square meters). All the 
units are provided with Ital¬ 
ian Kitchens (stainless steel 
stove, refrigerator, dish¬ 
washer and microwave), 
porcelain tiles, washer and 
dryers and assigned park¬ 
ing, Furniture packages 
are available to purchase 
in the most chic Italian 
styles. Enhanced Beach at 
walking distance will also 
be part of your piece of this 
“Happy Island".b The build¬ 
ings will be Green, with en¬ 
ergy-saver air conditioning 
and water system. 

Buyers have the option of 
purchasing a complete 
furniture and interior de¬ 
sign package at the time 


of sale. “Most owners want 
the luxury of the total pack¬ 
age,” Perret Gentil says. 
Adding to the project's al¬ 
lure is its location on Eagle 
Beach next to the Bubali 
Bird Sanctuary, which pro¬ 
vides both great views and 
a quiet neighbor. Within 
walking distance is Palm 
Beach, a renowned 2-mile- 
longstrip that's home to 


high-rise luxury hotels and 
dotted by water sports 
concessions, piers, bars, 
restaurants, and shops. 
Minutes away, golfers can 
play a round at a Robert 
Trent Jones II championship 
course. A third tower and 
a second pool are planned 
for phase two, which may 
contain 40 additional units, 
Perret Gentil says. “We’re 
going to make the decision 
based on market condi¬ 


tions when we begin sales 
on phase two.” Blue Resi¬ 
dence is primarily targeting 
buyers from Venezuela and 
the northeast United States, 
but Perret Gentil sees other 
opportunities, too. “Lately, 
we have seen a big inter¬ 
est among Canadians, 
and we also hope to target 
Brazilians.” The Preferred 
Residences affiliation has 


helped with sales. “Our 
buyers value the oppor¬ 
tunity of exchanging their 
property for another vaca¬ 
tion destination around the 
world and the many ways 
the program helps them 
maximize the use of their 
leisure time,” Perret Gentil 
says, adding that the pro¬ 
gram “delivers a rich menu 
of benefits and services 
that will enrich our owners’ 
lives for years to come.” □ 
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Gaita Las Unicas at The Shops At Alhambra Mall! 


PUNTA BRABO-“The Shops 
At Alhambra Mall ” invites 
the Aruba community and 
visitors for its next family 
night which will take place 
this coming Wednesday, 
December 12. The entire 
family can shop for the 
year-end season and take 
advantage of the many 
discounts in our stores. To 
keep the whole family sat¬ 
isfied, our food court has 
the world famous fast-food 
restaurants like Sub-Way, 
Dunkin Donuts, Baskin- 
Robins, and Little Ceasars, 
each with their own spe¬ 
cials. If you are a roast 
food fan you must visit The 
Market, offering half roast 
chicken and ribs at special 
prices. Enjoy the best cof¬ 
fee at Juan Valdez offer¬ 
ing also 2 for 1 granizado. 
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Try the 3 course dinner at 
Ginger consisting of on ap¬ 
petizer, a main dish and 
dessert for the ridiculous 
price of $25. Fusion Piano 
Bar & Cigar has happy hour 
prices from 7-9pm and free 
snacks. Come check the 
latest collection of Daher 
& Co and receive 10% on 
your purchase. 

Aruba Aloe, R-Glass, Lazy 
Lizard, Mermaid y Divi Logo 
Store and Alelina have a 
free gift with purchase. 
J.M.R. also has a selection 
of items on discount. Re¬ 
lax on a massage chair 


at Intermezzo -The Salon 
from 6pm to 9pm. It is too 
much to mention, so come 
one, come all to The Shops 
at Alhambra this coming 
Wednesday. And to bring 
the Christmas and New 
Year feeling and spirit, as 
the beautiful ladies of Gai¬ 
ta Las Unicas will be pres¬ 
ent to delight all present 
with ‘aginaldo’ music from 
6-10pm. So don’t forget to 
bring the entire family this 
Wednesday December 12 
at The Shops at Alhambra 
Mall for a joyful night with 
lots of surprisesO 
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At Papillon on December 16: 

Go for Santa-licious and let your bells jingle! 


PALM BEACH-Let your bells 
jingle, let your fancy take a 
Christmassy flight and ride 
the sleigh of culinary de¬ 
lights during Papillon Res¬ 
taurant’s Sunday Brunch. 
Held on December 16 only, 
this brunch is a 'swinging 
a la carte’ affair, which 
means that you can start 
with dessert and double 
back to breakfast, mean¬ 
while sampling appetiz¬ 
ers and main courses. Of 
course you can also do it 
the 'normal’ way; what¬ 
ever you like. Anyway, you 
can jingle your bells up and 
down, from left to right. 
Papillon, located across 
from the Radisson Resort, 
is offering delicious op¬ 
tions during its Christmassy 
brunch. Your start is with 





a mimosa, juice, coffee 
or tea and then the feast 
starts. Breakfast consists of 
French toast, eggs bene¬ 
dict and/or a spinach om¬ 
elette, followed by a vi- 
chyssoise, a goat cheese 
salad, a carpaccio or a 
crab cake. The main cours¬ 
es are ho-ho-ho great: ca¬ 
nard a I’orange, grouper 
Papillon, Boeuf Bourgig- 
non or aji shrimp. Dessert is 
an oasis of delights with a 
chocolate mousse, creme 


brOlee or a Dame Blanche. 
Of course all your choic¬ 
es will have undergone 
the Papillon touch, which 
means that a good dose 
of culinary Santa creativ¬ 
ity goes into the dishes. 
The plates look lovely, the 
service is superb and the 
food is Santa-licious good, 
so don’t wait too long and 
make your reservations at 
Papillon at 586-5400 for the 
Super Christmassy Sunday 
Brunch. □ 



Open week days 
from 8am - 5pm. 

sturday and Sunday 
n appointment only. 
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3 minutes drive to 
Arashi Beach 


Luxury Villas, Town Homes & Condos 

Contact us by email at info@goldcoastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 
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The Gold Mine Ranch Earns 2012 Tripadvisor Certificate of Excellence 




ORANJESTAD-The Gold 
Mine Ranch Horseback Ri¬ 
ding Tours is proud to an¬ 
nounce that they have re¬ 
ceived a Tripadvisor Certifi¬ 
cate of Excellence award. 
The Tripadvisor Certificate 
of Excellence is an award 
for hospitality excellence, 
given only to establish¬ 
ments that consistently 
achieve outstanding trave¬ 
ler reviews on Tripadvisor. 
com, the world’s largest 
travel site. Only 10 percent 
of listed businesses world¬ 


wide receive this prestigi¬ 
ous award, if they qualify, 
by maintaining an overall 
rating of four or higher out 
of a possible five, in reviews 
submitted by travelers on 
Tripadvisor. The Gold Mine 
Ranch is rated a five star 
attraction, ranked at #3 in 
Aruba out of a list of 75 at¬ 
tractions. 

The Gold Mine Ranch is ho¬ 
nored to receive the Tripad¬ 
visor Certificate of Excellen¬ 
ce award for the year 2012. 
“It is with great pride that 


we accept this award. Our 
family and staff work with 
great motivation, dedica¬ 
tion and perseverance to 
be the best horseback ri¬ 
ding ranch on Aruba”-Jay 
Dijkhoff. The Gold Mine 
Ranch is a family opera¬ 
ted company that aims to 
provide the best service to 
guests. The Ranch provides 
horseback adventure trail 
rides on well-trained horses 
covering over 7 panoramic 
views, including beaches. 
As a plus they are the only 
ranch in Aruba that offers 
rides to the Hidden Valley 
& Lagoon and the Indian 
trail, sites that can only be 
seen while on horseback. 
It's no wonder that many 
guests agree that The Gold 
Mine Ranch has been the 
highlight of their vacation 
on review sites such as Tri- 
padvisor.com. 

“We would like to thank all 
our guests who have sup¬ 
ported us throughout the 
years and all our reviewers 
for taking the time to write 


their candid comments on 
Tripadvisor. We are com¬ 
mitted to our promise to 
provide exciting horseback 
adventures, not just trail ri¬ 
des. To all our guests, thank 
you for letting us be the 
highlight of your vacation". 
The Gold Mine Ranch is 
a family operated horse 
ranch that offers exciting 
horseback adventures in 
the North-east side of the is¬ 
land of Aruba, in the Carib¬ 
bean. More than just trail ri¬ 
des, the Ranch offers group 
or private tours to small 


intimate groups on well 
trained horses & tailored to 
the needs or skills of each ri¬ 
der. Accommodations are 
possible for families, friends, 
couples as well as begin¬ 
ners through advanced ri¬ 
ders. As the only ranch that 
offers rides passed over 7 
panoramic views, and the 
only Ranch awarded for its 
superb service and hospita¬ 
lity, many regard the Gold 
Mine Ranch as the ‘high¬ 
light of their vacation’. For 
more information visit www. 
thegoldmineranch.comO 


Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

t's a matter of prestige and quality... 





ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. Visit their retail store 
located in front of the Historic Dutch Windmill in front of the Westin Resort, with any 
purchase of $20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars 
get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on 
Sundays from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort 

and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box 
prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 
available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail.com 






















































This Sept. 9, 2012 file photo 
shows Serena Williams holding 
the championship trophy after 
beating Victoria Azarenka, of 
Belarus, in the championship 
match at the 2012 U.S. Open 
tennis tournament in New 
York. 

Associated Press 

S. Williams, 
Djokovic win 
ITF awards 
for 2012 

LONDON (AP) — Novak 
Djokovic and Serena Wil¬ 
liams are the International 
Tennis Federation’s world 
champions for 2012. 
Djokovic won the men's 
award Tuesday for the sec¬ 
ond straight year, while Wil¬ 
liams took the honor for the 
third time in her career. 
Djokovic won the Austra¬ 
lian Open and was runner- 
up at the French Open 
and U.S. Open. He finished 
the season No. 1 in the ATP 
rankings with six tour titles. 
Williams won Wimbledon, 
the U.S. Open and the 
Olympic gold medal. She 
had a tour-best 58-4 record 
and seven titles. 

American twins Bob and 
Mike Bryan were named 
men's doubles world 
champions for the ninth 
time in 10 years, while Sara 
Errani and Roberta Vinci 
of Italy took the women’s 
doubles award. 

Filip Peliwo of Canada and 
Taylor Townsend of the U.S. 
were named junior world 
championsO 







New England Patriots quarterback 
Tom Brady (12) reacts after running for 
yardage against the Houston Texans 
during the third quarter of an NFL 
football game in Foxborough, Mass., 
Monday, Dec. 10 
Associated Press 
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This June 26,2012 file photo shows Rafael Nadal of Spain returning 
a shot to Thomaz Bellucci of Brazil during a first round men’s 
singles match at the All England Lawn Tennis Championships at 
Wimbledon, England. Associated Press 

Nadal confirms he’ll 
return to action in 
Abu Dhabi exhibition 


HAROLD HECKLE 
Associated Press 
MADRID (AP) — Rafael 
Nadal is ready to return to 
competitive tennis, con¬ 
firming Tuesday that he’ll 
play in an exhibition tour¬ 
nament in Abu Dhabi at 
the end of the month fol¬ 
lowing a six-month break to 
recover from a knee injury. 
“Can’t wait to get back 
on court in Abu Dhabi at 
the end of the month," the 
11-time Grand Slam cham¬ 
pion said on his Facebook 
page and Twitter account. 
“I won the Mubadala World 
Tennis Championship in 
2010 and 2011 — would 
love to get my hands on the 
trophy again this year!” The 
26-year-old Nadal began 
practicing on a court in his 
hometown of Manacor on 
the island of Mallorca on 
Nov. 20 under the supervi¬ 
sion of his uncle and coach 
Tony Nadal and a physio¬ 
therapist. The Abu Dhabi 


tournament starts Dec. 27 
and will feature a six-man 
field that also includes top- 
ranked Novak Djokovic 
and No. 3 Andy Murray of 
Britain. While Nadal had 
long been scheduled to 
play in the event, he was 
cautious in a radio inter¬ 
view last week about how 
quickly he could return to 
full fitness after such a long 
layoff. 

Nadal has not played since 
a stunning second-round 
loss to then lOOth-ranked 
Lukas Rosol at Wimbledon 
in June due to the partial 
tear of a tendon in his left 
knee. 

The injury denied Nadal 
an opportunity to defend 
the Olympic singles gold 
at the London Games and 
forced him to pull out of 
the U.S. Open and Spain’s 
Davis Cup final against the 
Czech Republic, which his 
teammates lost without 
him last month. □ 


Lance Armstrong resisted 
subpoena, then wanted secrecy 



In this Feb. 15, 2011, file photo, Lance Armstrong pauses during an interview in Austin, Texas. 

Associated Press 


AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — 

Lance Armstrong resisted 
turning over records sought 
by U.S Postal Service inves¬ 
tigators, and then tried to 
keep the inquiry under seal 
and out of the public eye, 
according to recently re¬ 
leased court documents. In 
2011, Postal Service officials 
investigating Armstrong 
and his teams for dop¬ 
ing wanted records from 
his team management 
groups, financial state¬ 
ments, training journals 
and correspondence with 
former training consultant 
Michele Ferrari. He eventu¬ 
ally complied with the sub¬ 
poena but as recently as 
October was still asking the 
courts to keep the inquiry 
private. “They’ve been giv¬ 
en everything they wanted 
and that they asked for ... 


months ago,” Armstrong 
attorney Tim Herman said 
Tuesday. The Postal Ser¬ 
vice was Armstrong’s main 
sponsor when he won the 
Tour de France from 1999- 
2004. The team was spon¬ 
sored by the Discovery 
Channel for Armstrong's 
seventh victory in 2005. 
Armstrong was stripped of 
those titles this year. Last 
week, federal Magistrate 
Judge Deborah Robinson 
in Washington ordered the 
subpoena and Armstrong’s 
efforts to keep it private re¬ 
leased to the public. The 
judge rejected Armstrong's 
arguments that releas¬ 
ing the subpoena would 
violate the secrecy of the 
grand jury process or a 
pending whistleblower law¬ 
suit filed against Armstrong 
by former teammate Floyd 


Landis. Armstrong was still 
the target of a federal crim¬ 
inal grand jury investigation 
into allegations of doping 
on the Postal Service teams 
when the subpoena was 
issued. That investigation 
was closed in February with 
no charges filed. The U.S. 
Anti-Doping Agency inves¬ 
tigated Armstrong for dop¬ 
ing and in August ordered 
him stripped of his seven 
Tour de France titles. In Oc¬ 
tober, the agency released 
a massive report detailing 
performance-enhancing 
drug use by Armstrong and 
his teammates. The report 
included sworn statements 
from 11 former teammates, 
including Landis. Armstrong 
denies doping and insists 
he never cheated, but 
chose not to fight the USA- 
DA chargesO 
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AP source: Youkilis, Yankees reach 1 -year deal 



In this July 28, 2012, file photo, Chicago White Sox third 
baseman Kevin Youkilis (20) makes a play on the ball during a 
baseball game against the Texas Rangers in Arlington, Texas. 
Associated Press 


BEN WALKER 

AP Baseball Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The New 

York Yankees reached a 
deal to sign former Boston 
Red Sox icon Kevin Youkilis 
on Tuesday, a person fa¬ 
miliar with the negotiations 
told The Associated Press, 
filling New York's immediate 
need for a third baseman. 
The one-year contract for 
$12 million is pending a 
physical. The person spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because there was no offi¬ 
cial announcement. 

Youkilis, a three-time All- 
Star and two-time World 
Series winner with Boston, 
is expected to play third 
base while Alex Rodriguez 
recovers from hip surgery. 
Rodriguez plans to have the 
surgery in mid-January and 
could be sidelined until the 
All-Star break or beyond. 


For years, Youkilis was one 
of the more prominent 
faces in the fierce Red Sox- 
Yankees rivalry, and his in¬ 
tensity made him among 
the more popular players at 
Fenway Park. Fie and Yan¬ 
kees pitcher Joba Cham¬ 
berlain had a feud that 
exemplified the ill will be¬ 
tween the clubs, and now 
they’re teammates. 

Eric Chavez, the backup 
Yankees third baseman for 
most of last season, joined 
Arizona last week. New York 
considered several options 
as a stopgap at third, in¬ 
cluding Jeff Keppinger and 
Mark Reynolds, but both 
accepted deals with oth¬ 
er teams. Youkilis turns 34 
in March. He played third 
base and first base last sea¬ 
son for Boston and Chica¬ 
go White Sox. Youkilis was 
traded to the White Sox last 


June as Boston's new man¬ 
agement reshaped the Red 
Sox roster. He combined to 


hit a career-low .235 with 19 
home runs and 60 RBIs. 

An All-Star in 2008, 2009 and 


2011, Youkilis won a Gold 
Glove at first base in 2007. 
He is a .283 hitter with 148 
home runs in nine seasons, 
and was on Boston teams 
that won the World Series in 
2004 and 2007. 

With the Yankees, Youkilis 
could also play first base to 
give Mark Teixeira a break 
and could be the desig¬ 
nated hitter. There is still 
uncertainty about when 
Rodriguez will return. He is 
a 14-time All-Star and base¬ 
ball’s priciest player, with 
his current overall contract 
worth $275 million. 
Rodriguez hit .272 with 18 
home runs and 57 RBIs last 
season, and is fifth on the 
career homers list with 647. 
He slumped to .120 with 
zero RBIs in the playoffs, 
and was benched and re¬ 
placed by a pinch hitter in 
key situations.^ 


NHL, union to return to 
bargaining, with mediators 



In this file photo taken Dec. 6,2012, NHL Commissioner Gary Bet- 
tman, right, and deputy commissioner Bill Daly speak to report¬ 
ers in New York. 


Associated Press 


TORONTO (AP) — NHL la¬ 
bor negotiations will resume 
Wednesday, with media¬ 
tors rejoining the talks at an 
undisclosed location in an 
effort to save the hockey 
season. 

The Canadian Press on 
Tuesday reported the re¬ 
start of bargaining between 
the league and union, cit¬ 
ing unidentified people on 
both sides of the lockout. 
U.S. federal mediators Scot 
Beckenbaugh and John 
Sweeney are to return to 
the process. They took part 
in sessions Nov. 27 and 
28 before deciding they 
couldn’t help. 

The Federal Mediation and 
Conciliation Service, based 
in Washington, also was in¬ 
volved during the lockout 
that canceled the 2004-05 
NHL season, with Becken¬ 


baugh attending sessions. 
As recently as last week. 
Commissioner Gary Bett- 
man indicated he didn’t 
think mediators would be 
able to help bridge the 
gap. 

“We’re not interested in 
mediation," he said Thurs¬ 
day. “We went through it a 
week and a half ago. It was 
of no value because of the 
position of the parties.” 
Tuesday marked the 87th 
day of the lockout. Wednes¬ 
day’s session will be the first 
meeting since the sides 
blamed each other after 
talks broke off last week. 
Until then, they appeared 
to be making progress dur¬ 
ing three days in New York 
in which they exchanged 
proposals. Union executive 
director Donald Fehr main¬ 
tains there are agreements 


on almost all the important 
issues. 

From the league’s point of 
view, three main issues re¬ 
main: the length of the col¬ 
lection bargaining agree¬ 
ment, rules governing term 
limits on contracts and 
the transition rules to help 
teams get under the salary 
cap. 

There are also secondary 
issues yet to be agreed on, 
including the continued 
participation of NHL play¬ 
ers in the Olympics, the in¬ 
ternational calendar and 
drug-testing rules. 

In all, more than 40 per¬ 
cent of the regular sea¬ 
son that was scheduled 
to begin Oct. 11 has been 
scratched. 

The NHL eliminated 16 more 
days from the regular-sea- 
son schedule Monday, can¬ 


celing games through Dec. 
30 in addition to the New 
Year’s Day Winter Classic 
and the All-Star Game, 
which were already wiped 
out. 

The latest cancellations 
generally were regarded as 
both bad news and good 
news. 

While losing another two 
weeks hurts the league and 
the players, the fact that 


the NHL did not take more 
games off the schedule 
sparked speculation own¬ 
ers are holding out hope of 
making a deal that could 
start the season in early 
January. 

Bettman has said the 
league would not want to 
play anything less than a 
48-game season, which is 
what it had after 1994-95 
lockout ended. □ 
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Patriots rout Texans 42-14 in key matchup 


BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 
FOXBOROUGH, Massa¬ 
chusetts (AP) — The New 

England Patriots downed 
Houston 42-14 on Monday, 
stamping themselves once 
again as the team to fear 
in the American Football 
Conference — and mak¬ 
ing the Texans look like pre¬ 
tenders. 

Tom Brady threw for four 
touchdowns and 296 yards 
as New England manhan¬ 
dled the team with the 
league's best record. The 
Patriots (10-3), who already 
own the AFC East title, won 
their seventh straight and 
moved one game behind 
the Texans (11-2) for the 
conference’s top seed. 

A matchup of the top 
two scoring teams in the 
league was a mismatch 
from the outset. It took take 



New England only one surpassed their average of 
possession to start its scor- 35.8 points per game, 
ing barrage as the Patriots Wes Welker's 31-yard punt 


return and 25-yard recep¬ 
tion — the 107th straight 
game he’s had a catch 
— led to Aaron Hernan¬ 
dez’s 7-yard score. That 
gave Brady 45 consecutive 

New England Patriots strong 
safety Steve Gregory (28) 
breaks up a pass intended 
for Houston Texans wide re¬ 
ceiver Lestar Jean, top, during 
the second quarter of an NFL 
football game in Foxborough, 
Mass., Monday, Dec. 10, 2012. 
Associated Press 

games with a TD pass, third 
longest in NFL history. 
Houston, which had won six 
straight games, threatened 
on its next series, only to 
have Matt Schaub force a 
ball into double coverage 
in the Patriots’ end zone. 
Devin McCourty picked it 
off and returned it 19 yards, 
setting up more pinpoint 
throws by Brady, who fin¬ 


ished 21 of 35. 

His receivers were so un¬ 
covered: Brandon Lloyd 
for 14 yards, Danny Wood- 
head for 18, Hernandez 
for 13, then Lloyd for the 
37-yard TD to make it 14-0. 
Texans defensive coordina¬ 
tor Wade Phillips could only 
shake his head in disgust at 
his players’ inability to chal¬ 
lenge the Patriots. 

At the end of a 70-yard 
drive helped by a 26-yard 
interference call on Danieal 
Manning, no Texans were 
lined up to Brady’s left in 
front of Hernandez. A quick 
snap, a quicker pass and 
the tight end waltzed into 
the end zone. 

New England was head¬ 
ed for its 20th successive 
home win in December, 
and its 21st straight victory 
in the second half of the 
schedule. □ 


Saints player suspensions lifted in bounties case 



In this Nov. 30, 2012, file photo, former NFL commissioner Paul 
Tagliabue arrives at an attorney's office in Washington for a 
hearing on the bounty system of the New Orleans Saints NFL foot¬ 
ball team. 



In this Nov. 30, 2012, file pho¬ 
to, New Orleans Saints foot¬ 
ball defensive end Will Smith, 
left, and linebacker Jonathan 
Vilma arrive at an attorney’s 
office in Washington, for a 
hearing on their appeals of 
bounties suspensions. 
Associated Press 

BRETT MARTEL 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — For¬ 
mer NFL Commissioner Paul 
Tagliabue has overturned 
the suspensions of four cur¬ 
rent and former New Or¬ 
leans Saints players in the 


league's bounty investiga¬ 
tion of the club. 

Tagliabue, however, found 
that three of the players 
engaged in conduct det¬ 
rimental to the league. He 
said they participated in 
a performance pool that 
rewarded key plays — in¬ 
cluding hard tackles — 
that could merit fines. But 
he stressed that the team’s 


Associated Press 

coaches were very much 
involved. “Unlike Saints' 
broad organizational mis¬ 
conduct, player appeals 
involve sharply focused is¬ 
sues of alleged individual 
player misconduct in sev¬ 
eral different aspects,” said 
a portion of the ruling re¬ 
leased by the NFL. “My af¬ 
firmation of Commissioner 
Goodell's findings could 


certainly justify the issu¬ 
ance of fines. However, this 
entire case has been con¬ 
taminated by the coaches 
and others in the Saints’ 
organization.” Tagliabue 
was appointed by his suc¬ 
cessor, Commissioner 
Roger Goodell, to handle 
a second round of player 
appeals to the league in 
connection with the Saints' 
cash-for-hits program run 
by former defensive co¬ 
ordinator Gregg Williams 
from 2009-2011. The play¬ 
ers initially opposed his ap¬ 
pointment. Saints lineback¬ 
er Jonathan Vilma had 
been given a full-season 
suspension, while defensive 
end Will Smith, Cleveland 
linebacker Scott Fujita and 
free agent defensive line¬ 
man Anthony Hargrove 
each received shorter sus¬ 
pensions.Fujita was the only 
player cleared of conduct 
detrimental to the league 
by Tagliabue. 

None of the players sat out 
any games because of sus¬ 
pensions. They have been 


allowed to play while ap¬ 
peals are pending, though 
Fujita is on injured reserve 
and Hargrove is not with 
a team. Shortly before the 
regular season, the initial 
suspensions were thrown 
out by an appeals panel 
created by the league’s 
collective bargaining 
agreement. Goodell then 
reissued them, with some 
changes, and now those 
have been dismissed. 
Meanwhile, the players 
have challenged the NFL’s 
handling of the entire pro¬ 
cess in federal court, but 
U.S District Judge Ginger 
Berrigan had been waiting 
to see how the latest round 
of appeals played out be¬ 
fore deciding whether to 
get involved. 

With the player suspensions 
overturned, the end of a 
nearly 10-month dispute 
over how the NFL handled 
an investigation that cov¬ 
ered three seasons and 
gathered about 50,000 
pages of documents could 
be near. □ 
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With big night from James, 
Heat top Hawks, 101-92 


MIAMI (AP) — LeBron James 
scored 27 points, Dwyane 
Wade had 26 and the Mi¬ 
ami Heat pulled away in 
the second half to beat the 
Atlanta Hawks 101-92 on 
Monday night. 

James (10-16) and Wade 
(11-13) made 21 of 29 shots 
for Miami, which shot 58 
percent overall to improve 
to 10-1 at home this season. 
Chris Bosh had 14 points 
and 10 rebounds, and Nor¬ 
ris Cole scored 10 for the 
Heat, who handed the 
Hawks only their second 
loss in 11 games. 

Josh Smith scored 22 points 
and Al Horford finished with 
20 points and 11 rebounds 
for Atlanta, which brief¬ 
ly held the lead midway 
through the third quarter 
before the Heat got roll¬ 
ing and moved l'A games 
ahead of the Hawks in the 
Southeast Division. 

Atlanta is 0-2 against Miami 
this season and 1-7 since 
March 2011. 

A 17-4 run was the differ¬ 
ence maker, turning a two- 
point deficit into an 11 -point 
lead with 1:24 remaining in 
the third. Wade got it start¬ 
ed with a jumper, and he 
wound up with eight points 
during the burst, including a 
layup off a perfect pass by 
James from the right side of 
the lane. 

SPURS 134, ROCKETS 126, OT 
HOUSTON (AP) — Gary Neal 
hit seven 3-pointers and 
scored 29 points, and Tony 
Parker had a triple-double 
with 27 points, 12 rebounds 
and 12 assists to lead San 
Antonio over Houston. 
Jeremy Lin had his best 
game since joining the 
Rockets, scoring a career 
high-tying 38 points with 
leading scorer James Hard¬ 


en sidelined by a sprained 
right ankle. 

Neal's last 3-pointer fol¬ 
lowed by a three-point play 
by Manu Ginobili put the 
Spurs ahead 130-122 with 
two minutes left in over¬ 
time, and they held on for 
the win. It was San Anto¬ 
nio’s fifth straight win overall 
and second over Houston 
in three days after a 114-92 
victory Friday. 

Houston is 0-2 since coach 
Kevin McHale returned to 
the bench following the 
death of his daughter. 
WARRIORS 104, BOBCATS 96 
CHARLOTTE, North Carolina 
(AP) — Stephen Curry put 
on a show for his hometown 
fans, finishing with 27 points, 
seven assists and seven re¬ 
bounds to lead Golden 
State over Charlotte. 

Curry, who grew up in Char¬ 
lotte and made a name for 
himself leading nearby Da¬ 
vidson College to the brink 
of the Final Four in 2008, shot 
10 of 22 from the field and 
hit four 3-pointers. It was 
his eighth straight 20-point 
game, a career best. 

David Lee had 25 points 
and 11 rebounds for the 
Warriors (14-7), who have 
won seven of their past 
eight games and improved 
to 4-0 on their current sev¬ 
en-game Eastern trip. 
Kemba Walker scored 24 
points to lead the Bobcats, 
who have lost eight straight. 
MAVERICKS 119, KINGS 96 
DALLAS (AP) — O.J. Mayo 
scored 19 points and Dal¬ 
las took control with a 31-3 
run in the first half to beat 
Sacramento for the 17th 
straight time at home dur¬ 
ing the regular season. 

Chris Kaman, playing on a 
sprained left ankle he suf¬ 
fered last week, scored 16 


of his 18 points in the first 
half for Dallas. 

Francisco Garcia, who was 
7 of 12 from 3-point range, 
and DeMarcus Cousins 
scored 25 points apiece for 
the Kings, who haven't won 
in Dallas during the regular 
season since Feb. 27, 2003. 
Mayo hit a jumper late in 
the first quarter to kick off 
the game-turning run for 
the Mavs, who led by as 
many as 28 in the first half 
and were up 65-43 at half¬ 
time. 

TRAIL BLAZERS 92, RAPTORS 
74 

PORTLAND, Oregon (AP) — 
LaMarcus Aldridge had 30 
points and 12 rebounds to 
lead Portland to a win over 
Toronto in a game that was 
overshadowed by injuries 
for both sides. 

J.J. Hickson added 16 
points and 11 rebounds for 
the Trail Blazers, who were 
without injured starters 
Nicolas Batum and Wesley 
Matthews. 

DeMar DeRozan scored 20 
points for the Raptors, who 
lost forward Andrea Barg- 
nani to a right elbow injury 
and guard Kyle Lowry to a 
right shoulder problem dur¬ 
ing the game. 

Toronto also lost reserve 
Amir Johnson in the second 
half after he was ejected 
for arguing with an official. 
Johnson threw his mouth¬ 
piece and had to be re¬ 
strained by teammates be¬ 
fore exiting. 

76ERS 104, PISTONS 97 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Evan 
Turner had 18 points and 11 
rebounds, and Jrue Holiday 
scored 25 points to lead 
Philadelphia past Detroit. 
Thaddeus Young added 20 
points and Spencer Hawes 
had 15 for the Sixers. □ 



Atlanta Hawks’ Devin Harris (34) goes to the basket between 
Miami Heat’s Mario Chalmers (15) and LeBron James, back¬ 
ground, during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Mon¬ 
day, Dec, 10, 2012, in Miami. 

Associated Press 
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Winter Solstice 2012 



By: Dr Carlos Viana 

This year’s short¬ 
est day on 21 December 
is a special Winter Solstice. 
The word ‘solstice’ in Latin 
means “the sun standing 
still”. Without getting too 
technical, the Sun stands 
still in tilt relative to our sun; 
that is, the seasonal move¬ 
ment of the Sun’s path (as 
seen from Earth) comes 
to a stop before reversing 
direction. Many cultures 
celebrate various combi¬ 
nations of the winter and 
summer solstices leading 
to holidays around these 
events. This year’s Solstice 
is special because books 
and movies have been 
marketing, fears about 
2012 End of Times. We saw 
a $200-million disaster mov¬ 
ie with cracking continents, 
plunging asteroids, burn¬ 
ing cities, and a tsunami 
throwing an aircraft carrier 
through the White House. 
The movie’s ominous slo¬ 
gan: “Find out the truth.” 
With changing weather 
and real natural and un¬ 
natural disasters rising, it's 
easy to get caught up in 
the frenzy. But, we’ve had 
many Hollywood disaster 
movies, this time the reason 
why supposedly the end of 
the world is coming is the 


ancient Maya of Mexico 
and Guatemala kept a cal¬ 
endar that is about to roll 
up the red carpet of time, 
swing the solar system into 
transcendental alignment 
with the heart of the Milky 
Way, and turn Earth into 
a bowling pin for a rogue 
planet heading down our 
alley for a strike.Remember 
the last doomsday scare 
when the world got all 
worked up over the mysti¬ 
cal turning of a calendar 
was the false Millennium of 
Jan. 1, 2000. Never mind 
the actual Y2K computer- 
date bug. I read that many 
companies paid millions to 
have their computers “pro¬ 
tected”. As a medical an¬ 
thropologist, understand¬ 
ing the circular concept 
of time held by the indig¬ 
enous people all over the 
world, I know the Mayan 
calendar is the end of one 
cycle and the beginning of 
another. Among their oth¬ 
er accomplishments, the 
ancient Mayas invented 
a calendar of remarkable 
accuracy and complex¬ 
ity more than six thousand 
years ago. Imagine, five 
thousand years ago peo¬ 
ple in Central America de¬ 
veloped a celestial calen¬ 
dar that indicates the Earth 
passes through a “Galactic 
Wave” every 5,225 years. 
In Western cultures there 
are twelve astrological 
ages corresponding to the 
twelve zodiacal signs in 
western astrology. At the 
completion of one cycle of 
twelve astrological ages, 
the cycle repeats itself. We 
have been in the Age of 
Pisces, which was a time 
of traditional values and 


structures. One complete 
period of this astrological 
precession is called a Great 
Year or Platonic Year. Pret¬ 
ty close to the Mayan con¬ 
cept. In the Western view 
this new period is called 
the Age of Aquarius where 
what evolves is that we 
will be turning away from 
current ways of thinking. 
There is an expectation 
that the Aquarian age will 
usher in a period of group 
consciousness. As an Ori¬ 
ental Medical Doctor, I 
see similarities between 
the Mayan calendar and 
Traditional Chines Medi¬ 
cine (TOM). Both are more 
than five thousand years 
old and both provide infor¬ 
mation and concepts that 
are very advanced even 
in today’ knowledge. The 
Mayan calendar precisely 
predicts the movements of 
the planets in the universe 
in 5,225 year cycles. An im¬ 
portant philosophical con¬ 
cept of Traditional Chinese 
Medicine is that the human 
body is a miniature uni¬ 
verse, complete with a set 
of sophisticated intercon¬ 
nected systems called me¬ 
ridians which, in a healthy 
human body, work in har¬ 
mony to maintain healthy 
function and balance. The 
Mayan calendar and 
the information it pres¬ 
ents is not relevant for ev¬ 
eryone in contemporary 
culture. Some people will 
hear of it and think, “Oh, 
that’s a nice story” and 
move on. Others may hear 
some truth in it and have 
a deeper understanding. 
Some of us realize that as 
we move from the Piscean 
age into Aquarius, we are 
being shown that the “Em¬ 
peror has no clothes."Our 


current belief systems upon 
which we have based our 
religious, medical founda¬ 
tions and way of life will be 
shattered in the upcom¬ 
ing years. In the same way 
even Traditional Chinese 
Medicine is not for every¬ 
one. First, youmust feel its 
truth.Some people placing 
all their faith that regular 
medicine will save them, 
are not yet ready to “see” 
that pharmaceutical drugs 
may not be the “magic” 
we are told to believe they 
are..."this Emperor has no 
clothes” that represents 
true healing. People tell 
me they are interested in 
an effective, natural, ho¬ 
listic form of medicine but 
their fear of needles is hold¬ 
ing them back from trying 
acupuncture. Let me calm 
your fears by sharing what 
many patients have been 
surprised to find out—acu¬ 
puncture is quite painless 
and calming! Acupuncture 
is understood by the World 
Health Organization to 
help with pain and many 
health problems. If you're 
really ready to change old 
beliefs that no longer serve 
you and need support, we 
offer CHAKRA BALANC¬ 
ING, a therapy using the 
acupuncture of the highest 
energy points, with guided 
meditation. Get The Point! 
The world is not going to 
end Dec 21,2012, in apoca¬ 
lypse. But according to Ma¬ 
yans and many scientists, it 
is the end of one cycle of 
time and the beginning of 
another. Many traditions 
have predicted the same 
thing and if you’re familiar 
with common astrology, it 
is referred to as the “dawn¬ 
ing of the age of Aquarius." 
There is an old Chinese 


saying: “tian-renheyi". Its 
basic meaning is that 
man should be in balance 
with the universe or that 
man is like a bridge be¬ 
tween heaven and earth. 
As you open your energy 
meddians you can feel 
your connection with the 
universe inside of you.Let us 
help you find balance and 
peace in this joyous time. 
Join us to raise your con¬ 
sciousness to the new age 
of humanity. 

CARLOS VIANA, Ph. D. is 

an Oriental Medical Doctor 
(O.M.D.) having studied in 
Shanghai, China; a Board 
Cert. Clinical Nutritionist 
(C.C.N.), a fellow mem¬ 
ber of the Board Certified 
Association of Addiction 
Professionals (C.Ad.), fhe 
Chairperson of the Latin 
American Committee of 
the International Academy 
of Oral Medicine and Toxi¬ 
cology (IAOMT), a Rejuve¬ 
nating Cell Therapist and 
specializes in Anti-Aging 
Medicine, has a weekly 
radio program, writes and 
lectures extensively. For in¬ 
formation: VIANA NATURAL 
HEALING CENTER NV, Kibai- 
ma 7, Aruba, TEL: 585-1270 
FAX: 585-4789, Web Sight: 
www.vianaheal.com 
GIVE THE GIFT OF HEALTH 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON! *Gift 
Certificates & Health Prod¬ 
ucts Available * Dr. Viana’s 
BOOK: Prescriptions from 
Paradise, Introduction to 
Biocompatible Medicine 
- Available at local Book¬ 
stores, Hotel Gift shops and 
Boticas. Signed copies at 
Viana Healing Center, EB¬ 
ook Holiday Special at- 
www.amazon.com, check 
for Events at: facebook. 
com/vianahealingcenter 
□ 


ft™* the fifft of Health 
Gift Certificates, 
Healthy fraductE 



Need a Whole Body Make-Over? TEL: 585-1270 

Pain i. Inflammation _ Sleep - Stress - Allergies - Stomach Problems, PMS. 
Menopause. Chronic colds &. flu - fertility, nalurai Pregnancy, Post-pa Mum -Addiction 
(Alcohol, street & legal Dregs, Gambling, Sen, WEIGHT CONTROL)-AGE Management 


Take Home PARADISE 


M-Sat at Kibaima 7 

(St. Cruz, opposite Ihe Drive-in] 

www.vianahaa I .com 

info@viaiiaheal.com 


Dr. Carlas Viana 

Omnia'hbiSEiuM.Ciiiiat hL'/iin. Crim Hjihi TlTtrai.y 



HEALING CENTER 

~ ■Testily El D«dx - Toxic 13cavy Mtlili 
Eiffel I ‘Food ft-CIwmital Ttirine 

l i ? ‘Specialized I tormiync Telling 



ARicnu V 1.VA 


Avjiiljibln if lacil 
BMhitflrui i. Gift *lipp*> 
EAkMT a* QHIillOn 
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The Morning Cruise the Different Island Cruise 

2 hours + refreshments, Departure 9:30 till 11:30 am 

* See the beautyful South part of the Island 

* Where no other boats go. 

* Experience an Xciting, Xhilarating on of a kind Cruise!! and 
you learn something about the Island @ the same time! 


Save $10 per couple for the morning cruise or save $5 
per couple for the afternoon cruise 



The Afternoon Cruise 30 min departure 1:00pm or 2:00pm 

* We take you to the northern tip of Aruba, where the waves are high 

* The Worlds nr 2 Beach and other Beaches 

* One of a kind High Speed Cruise of the North West side of the Island 
& you learn something about the Island @ the same time! 


Departure from MooMba Beach. 15 min prior right side of the pier. Guests who are 
staying at Palm Beach pick-up will be on the beach in front of the hotel. 



Private cruises 

Available 

CALL 5614118 

OR 

OCEANXARUBA@HOTMAIL.COM 

A great time for the whole family 


Yahoo revamps email in bid to catch up with Gmail 


MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Yahoo is spiffing up and 
expanding ifs email ser¬ 
vice in an affempf fo re¬ 
gain some of fhe ground 
losf to a Google alterna¬ 
tive that lured away mil¬ 
lions of users. 

The changes unveiled 
Tuesday are meant to 
make Yahoo’s email 
faster and easier to use 
on the Web. To cater to 
the growing audience 
checking their email on 
smartphones and tablet 
computers, Yahoo also in¬ 
troduced mobile apps for 
the iPhone, iPad and de¬ 
vices powered by Micro¬ 
soft Corp.’s recently re¬ 
leased Windows 8 system. 
The company, which is 
based in Sunnyvale, Cali¬ 
fornia, also updated its 
email app designed for 
Google Inc.'s Android op¬ 
erating system. The email 
overhaul is part of Yahoo 
CEO Marissa Mayer's cru¬ 
sade to give people more 
reasons to visit the com¬ 
pany's online services and 
stick around longer. In do¬ 
ing so, Mayer hopes to sell 
more advertising and ac¬ 
celerate Yahoo’s revenue 
growth after years of fi¬ 
nancial malaise. The stag¬ 
nation has kept the com¬ 
pany's stock price below 
$20 for more than four 
years. Yahoo shares were 
hovering near $30 before 
the company squan¬ 
dered an opportunity to 
sell itself to Microsoft for 
$33 per share in May 2008. 
Yahoo’s stock rose 9 cents 
to close at $19.52 on Tues¬ 
day. The stock has surged 
25 percent since Yahoo 
hired Mayer from Google 
nearly five months ago. 
During her 13 years as a 
top Google executive, 



In this undated image made available by Yahoo the company's 
recently retooled free email service is shown on a web device 
and tablet. Aside from the new look aimed at regaining some 
of the ground Yahoo lost to Google's popular alternative, 
Yahoo introduced Tuesday, Dec. 11, 2012, email apps for the 
iPhone, iPad and mobile devices running on the new Windows 8 
operating system. Copyright 2012 The Associated Press. 


Mayer played a key role 
in building the company’s 
Gmail. The service was a 
novelty when it began 
in 2004 and with Mayer’s 
help it transformed into a 
trend-setting service that 
surpassed the early leads 
of rival offerings from Ya¬ 
hoo and Microsoft. 
Through October, Gmail 
had more than 295 mil¬ 
lion active users to eclipse 
Microsoft's Hotmail at 
nearly 284 million users 
and Yahoo email at 282 
million, according to the 
most recent data from 
the research firm com- 
Score. At the same time 
last year, Hotmail led the 
pack with 335 million us¬ 
ers, followed by Yahoo 
at 303 million and Gmail 
at more than 245 million. 
With more people gravi¬ 
tating to Gmail, Microsoft 
also recently redesigned 
Hotmail and rebranded 
the service as Outlook, 
com — a reference to the 
communications chan¬ 
nel built into the software 
maker's widely used Of¬ 
fice suite of programs. In 
a sign Google isn't taking 


its lead for granted, the 
company is the in process 
of phasing in changes to 
Gmail that will give it a 
slightly different look and 
add more features. 

All the retooling under¬ 
scores the ongoing impor¬ 
tance of traditional email, 
even as people increas¬ 
ingly rely on text messag¬ 
es sent on phones and 
thoughts shared on Face- 
book and Twitter. Despite 
its shrinking market share, 
Yahoo says it still process¬ 
es about 30 billion emails 
each day and estimates 
its users collectively check 
their inboxes about 190 
million times per day. 
Although none of the ma¬ 
jor email providers charge 
to set up an account on 
the Web, the services are 
valuable because they 
encourage repeat vis¬ 
its and require people to 
log in. Internet companies 
covet activities occurring 
under a logged-in identity 
because they can more 
easily track people's pref¬ 
erences and tailor ads 
more likely to appeal to 
users' tastes. □ 



In this undated image made available by Yahoo the company’s 
recently retooled free email service is shown on mobile devices. 
Aside from the new look aimed at regaining some of the ground 
Yahoo lost to Google’s popular alternative, Yahoo introduced 
Tuesday, Dec. 11, 2012, email apps for the iPhone, iPad and 
mobile devices running on the new Windows 8 operating system. 



Restaurant 


S/wedal 


First Course 

SEAFOOD PROMENADE 
stuffed and baked to a golden color 

Escargot a la creme 

creamy garlic sauce with fresh mushrooms 
GARDEN SALAD BOULANGERE 
dressed with your choice of dressing 

Second Course 

SOUP OF THE DAY 
home made 

Third Course 

ROAST TENDERLOIN MEDICI 
a mediterranean speciality 
CHICKEN FLORENTINE 
baked stuffed with creamed spinach 
BROILED PORK MEDALLION 
with a dijon mustard sauce and apple mousse 
BAKED STUFFED GROUPER 
glazed with seafood thermidor 

Early Brid Dinner $22 

Only from 5pm - 7pm 

Fourth Course 

CHOCOLATE MOUSSE 
CHEESE CAKE 
ICE CREAM 

$ 22.00 plus Service Charge 
In combination with coupons will be a 
surcharge of $4.00 


FOR RESERVATION 




503-0000 


LG. Smith Give. 160 near the low rise Hotels 
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Exploring Aruba’s underwater world is our 
Specialty; from beginner programs to 
dives aboard our custom-designed boats. 


For certified divers and beginners! 


m- 








Book now! Via internet: www.redsailaruba.com or by phone: (+297) 586-1603 
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Stocks gain on Fed stimulus, ‘cliff’ optimism 


STEVE ROTHWELL 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 

stock market showed signs 
of life Tuesday following 
hopeful signs of progress in 
budget talks being held in 
Washington. The Standard 
& Poor's 500 had its biggest 
gain this month. 

The Dow gained 78.56 
points, or 0.6 percent, to 
13,248.44, after climbing 
as much as 137 points ear¬ 
lier. The Standard & Poor's 
500 index finished up 9.29 
points at 1,427.84. Both the 
Dow and the S&P have 
risen for five straight days. 
The Nasdaq composite 
ended up 35.34 points at 
3,022.30. 

Delta Air Lines rose 52 
cents, or 5.1 percent, to 
$10.66 after the company 
said it will buy almost half 
of Richard Branson's Virgin 
Atlantic for $360 million as 
it seeks a bigger share of 
the lucrative New York-to- 
London travel market. 

AIG gained $1.90 to $35.26 


after the U.S. Treasury De¬ 
partment said it has sold the 
rest of its stake in the insurer. 
AIG was bailed out by the 
government after nearly 
collapsing during the 2008 
financial crisis. 

Stocks have edged up since 
the start of the month as in¬ 


vestors watch for develop¬ 
ments in the budget talks. 
Tax increases and federal 
spending cuts are sched¬ 
uled to start Jan. 1 unless a 
deal is reached to reduce 
the U.S. budget deficit. 
Economists say the mea¬ 
sures, if implemented, could 


eventually push the econ¬ 
omy back into recession. 
The S&P 500 fell as much 
as 5 percent after the U.S. 
presidential election Nov. 
6 as investors worried that 
gridlock in Washington 
would prevent a budget 
deal. With Tuesday's ad¬ 
vance, the S&P 500 has 
recouped almost all of 
the ground it lost since the 
election when it closed at 
1,428.39. The Wall Street 
Journal reported that bud¬ 
get negotiations between 
the White House and Re¬ 
publican House Speaker 
John Boehner had "pro¬ 
gressed steadily" in recent 
days. That reinvigorated 
talks that appeared to 
have stalled, the paper re¬ 
ported, citing people close 
to the process. 

Stock markets stayed 
higher even after Boehner 
said midday Tuesday that 
President Barack Obama is 
slow-walking talks to avoid 
the fiscal cliff, and hasn't 
outlined spending cuts he's 


willing to support as part 
of a compromise. Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid 
said Tuesday afternoon 
that it would be "extremely 
difficult" to pass legislation 
to address the so-called fis¬ 
cal cliff before Christmas, 
but added there's still a 
chance it can be done. 
'The market has been 
very susceptible to 'fiscal 
cliff headlines," said Todd 
Salamone, a senior vice 
president at Schaeffers In¬ 
vestment Research, add¬ 
ing that stocks have rallied 
more on good news than 
they have fallen on indica¬ 
tions that talks were stall¬ 
ing. "It seems the expecta¬ 
tion is that something will 
get done, but it's a very 
cautious expectation. 
There's a lot of money on 
the sidelines." 

Stocks are holding on to 
their gains for the year. The 
Dow Jones is up 8.4 per¬ 
cent since the start of the 
year, while the S&P 500 has 
gained 13.5 percent.Q 



Specialist Christian Sanfilippo works on the floor of the New York 
Stock Exchange Tuesday, Dec. 11,2012. The stock market showed 
signs of life Tuesday following hopeful signs of progress in budget 
talks being held in Washington. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


UK regulator steps up compliance rules for HSBC 


LONDON (AP) — Britain's financial 
regulator says it is taking steps to force 
HSBC to improve its legal compliance 
after the bank agreed to pay $1.9 bil¬ 
lon to settle a U.S. money laundering 
probe. 

The Financial Services Authority said 
Tuesday that HSBC must establish a 


board committee with a mandate to 
oversee matters relating to anti-mon¬ 
ey laundering and terrorist financing. 
It also said it has required HSBC to 
appoint a group money laundering 
officer approved by the regulator to 
ensure that the company complies 
with all anti-money laundering re¬ 
quirements. 


HSBC agreed to a record settlement 
with U.S. authorities on Tuesday over 
a probe in connection with the laun¬ 
dering of money from drug traffickers 
in Mexico. 

The U.S. government also alleges that 
HSBC intentionally allowed prohibited 
transactions with Iran, Libya, Sudan 
and Burma. □ 





3 Day Special 



Excluding Taxes 


Call us for Pick-up at 

583-0200 
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Germar^Restaurant 


Palm Beach 186, next to Wendy’s 
/Phone 736-4007 
i nfo@ oa va ria-aru ba .com 

Located? within very shorty walking distance of Highrise Hotels, 




AVTIENTIC GEIMAN COOKING 
AND 40 DIFFERENT GERMAN BIEI! 

Schnitzel, Weisswurst, Bratwurst, 
Sauerbraten, Spaetzle, Pork Shank 
with Sauerkraut, Kids entrees and 
much much more ... 


OPEN MON. - SAT. FROM 5PM, SUNDAY CLOSED! 


Exxon: US energy revival has staying power 


JONATHAN FAHEY 
AP Energy Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Exxon 
says the energy renais¬ 
sance in the U.S. will contin¬ 
ue and predicts that North 
America will become a net 
exporter of oil and natural 
gas by the middle of the 
next decade. 

The company's annual 
long-term energy outlook, 
released Tuesday, says the 
rapid growth of production 
in the U.S. and Canada, 
along with improved en¬ 
ergy efficiency, will lead to 
more oil and natural gas 
being sent overseas. 

Exxon Mobil Corp.’s annual 
outlook is noted by inves¬ 
tors and policymakers, and 
the company says its con¬ 
clusions shape its decisions 
about where to invest. The 
main conclusions dovetail 
with recent forecasts from 
the U.S. government and 
others. 

Among the main themes 
from Exxon’s report: 

— Demand for energy will 
grow worldwide, but slower 


than the overall econo¬ 
my because of efficiency 
gains. 

— Energy demand will 
remain flat in the devel¬ 


— The biggest shift will be 
growth in the use of natu¬ 
ral gas and a decline in the 
use of coal. By 2025, natu¬ 
ral gas is expected to over¬ 



Steam rises at an Exxon Mobil refinery in Baytown, Texas. Exxon 
says the energy renaissance in the U.S. will continue and pre¬ 
dicts that North America will become a net exporter of oil and 
gas by the middle of the next decade. The oil and gas giant’s 
latest long-term energy outlook, released Tuesday, Dec. 11, 
2012, says the rapid growth of production in the U.S. and Cana¬ 
da, along with improved energy efficiency, will lead to more oil 
and gas being sent overseas. 

(AP Photo/Pat Sullivan) 


oped world; nearly all of 
the growth in demand will 
occur in developing coun¬ 
tries. 


take coal as the second 
most used fuel, after oil. 

— By 2025, the U.S. will likely 
be exporting natural gas in 


US employers advertise more 
jobs in October; up by 128,000 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
employers advertised more 
jobs in October than Sep¬ 
tember, a hopeful sign that 
hiring could pick up in the 
coming months. 

The Labor Department said 
Tuesday that job openings 
rose by 128,000 to 3.68 mil¬ 
lion. That’s the most since 
June. 

The number of available 
jobs is slowly climbing back 
to the roughly 4 million 
that were advertised each 
month before the recession 


began in December 2007. 
With nearly 12.3 million 
people unemployed in Oc¬ 
tober, there were 3.3 un¬ 
employed people, on av¬ 
erage, competing for each 
open job. That's the lowest 
ratio since November 2008. 
Still, in a healthy economy, 
the ratio is roughly 2 to 1. 

In one positive sign, the 
number of available con¬ 
struction jobs jumped to 
130,000, from 82,000 in Sep¬ 
tember. That’s the most in 
more than four years. The 
housing market is slowly re¬ 
covering and builders are 


breaking ground on more 
single-family homes. 

Job openings also rose in 
manufacturing, retail, and 
hotels and restaurants. 
Professional and business 
services, a category that 
includes engineers and ac¬ 
countants as well as tem¬ 
porary jobs, also posted 
more openings. 

Companies kept creat¬ 
ing jobs in November at a 
modest pace. Employers 
added 146,000 net jobs last 
month, the government 
said Friday in a separate 
report. □ 


large volumes and produc¬ 
ing more oil while consum¬ 
ing less. Canada will con¬ 
tinue to be a major crude 
exporter. 

While Exxon does make as¬ 
sumptions about energy 
prices to make its predic¬ 
tions, it does not disclose 
what those price assump¬ 
tions are. 

Oil and natural gas produc¬ 
tion in the U.S. has surged 
thanks to the combination 
of hydraulic fracturing, or 
fracking, and horizontal 
drilling that allows compa¬ 
nies to tap hydrocarbons 
trapped in shale and other 
tight rock formations. As a 
result, natural gas prices 
have plummeted and the 


nation's dependence on 
oil imports has been dra¬ 
matically reduced. 

The International Energy 
Agency and the U.S. En¬ 
ergy Department's Energy 
Information Administration 
have also highlighted the 
North American oil and gas 
boom in recent reports. The 
IEA said last month that the 
U.S. could overtake Saudi 
Arabia as the world's top 
crude producer by 2020. 
But fracking has raised en¬ 
vironmental concerns. Op¬ 
ponents say drilling fluid or 
wastewater can seep into 
water supplies if wells are 
not constructed properly 
or if wastewater is not dis¬ 
posed of properly.□ 



PALM BEACH #33-A VfVfW.WACKYWAH00S.COM 


STEAK, SEAFOOD, B.B.Q. & FUN! 


Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 

Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 

NO SERVICE CHARGE 
Dinner from 5:30 - 10:00 


Monday - Saturday 



FRESH CATCH & SEAFOOD 

We are located close to the High-rise 
hotel's at walking distance . 

RESERVATION REQUIRED 


TEL: 586-7333 
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Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 



Zits 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 12/12 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 


9 

7 

3 

5 

1 

8 

6 

2 

4 

8 

4 

2 

9 

3 

6 

5 

7 

1 

5 

6 

1 

4 

7 

2 

9 

8 

3 

3 

9 

4 

8 

5 

7 

2 

1 

6 

1 

2 

7 

6 

4 

3 

8 

5 

9 

6 

5 

8 

1 

2 

9 

4 

3 

7 

4 

8 

5 

7 

9 

1 

3 

6 

2 

7 

3 

6 

2 

8 

4 

1 

9 

5 

2 

1 

9 

3 

6 

5 

7 

4 

8 


ACROSS 

1 Deuce or joker 
5 Piece of china 
10 Nap 

14 Eggs _ easy; 
cafe order 

15 Opponent 

16 Fighting force 

17 Prying 

18 Ceremony for a 
new member 

20 Female sheep 

21 Frosted 

22 Slight coloring 

23 High points 

25 TV’s Rickies 

26 Leftover bits 
28 Alps & Andes 

31 Coughs harshly 

32 Flatware piece 
34 Taxi 

36 Prolonged pain 

37 Enormous 

38 Opening; gap 

39 Actress West 

40 Asked, as a 
question 

41 More rational 

42 Hateful 

44 Approximately 

45 Encountered 

46 Chandelier 
pendant, e.g. 

47 Cairo’s nation 

50 _-back; 

relaxed 

51 Wedding words 
54 Disloyal to 

one’s nation 

57 Read quickly 

58 Holler for 

59 Group formed 
to help a sheriff 

60 Breathe heavily 

61 Excessive 
publicity 

62 Cedars & oaks 

63 Additionally 

DOWN 

1 Icecream 
scoop holder 

2 Declare openiy 

3 Studied the 
background of 

4 Parched 

5 Costs paid to 
sellers 
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6 _ up; forms a 
row 

7 Passionate 

8 Tit for _ 

9 Samuel’s 
mentor 

10 PG-13 or R, for 
example 

11 Moran or Gray 

12 Air pollution 

13 Actress Daly 

19 Make amends 

21 Little rascals 

24 Birthday party 
dessert 

25 Loony 

26 Pretense 

27 _tree; source 

of chocolate 

28 Orange peel 

29 Cost-effective 

30 Business 
transactions 

32 Smooch 

33 Scot’s “no” 

35 Lahr or Parks 

37 Painful joint 
affliction 

38 Pork products 


40 Keats & Yeats 

41 Glided 
smoothly 

43 Pierce with a 
stake 

44 Ascends 

46 Stop briefly 

47 Carve in glass 

48 Hair color 


49 Sharp cry 

50 Suffer defeat 

52 Quayle and 
Rather 

53 Aware of the 
shenanigans of 

55 _ for; choose 

56 And not 

57 Jacuzzi 


©2012 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 











































































































































































































































































































































































U.S. students 
far from first 
in math, 
science 

JOSH LEDERMAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

American fourth-graders 
are performing better than 
they were four years ago in 
math and reading, but stu¬ 
dents four years older show 
no such progress, a global 
study released Tuesday re¬ 
vealed. 

Although the U.S. remains in 
the top dozen or so coun¬ 
tries in all subjects tested, 
the gap between the U.S. 
and the top-performing 
nations is much wider at 
the eighth-grade level, es¬ 
pecially in math. 

“When you start looking 
at our older students, we 
see less improvement over 
time,” said Jack Buckley, 
commissioner of the Na¬ 
tional Center for Education 
Statistics, which coordinat¬ 
ed the U.S. portion of the 
international exam. 

Even where U.S. student 
scores have improved, 
many other nations have 
improved much faster, 
leaving American students 
far behind many of their 
peers — especially in Asia 
and Europe. 

With an eye toward global 
competitiveness, U.S. edu¬ 
cation officials are sound¬ 
ing the alarm over what 
they describe as a recur¬ 
ring theme when American 
students are put to the test. 
Lamenting what he de¬ 
scribed as “sober caution¬ 
ary notes,” Education Sec¬ 
retary Arne Duncan said 
it was unacceptable that 
eighth-grade achievement 
in math and science are 
stagnant, with U.S. stu¬ 
dents far less likely than 
many Asian counterparts 
to reach advanced levels 
in science. □ 


FOR SALE/ RENT 

Divi Golf / beach wk 5 start 2/2 
2 Rm Pent house Rm 4211, gated, 
2 bath all amenities, roof hot tub- 
grillet $6950, equity value $16.700 
local till 12/8 

call: 565-9394 or 508-651-0016 
E-mail: rmwimw@aol.com 

197955 
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Classifieds 


Caribbean Palm 
Village Resort 

Sale Weeks 51 and 52 
Good Selection Still Available 
Come Visit or Contact 
Sales.Cpv@hotmail.com 
USA 978 530 6077 
Aruba 297 592 0500, or 732 5392 



Safir 1 

Location - Location - Location! 

Brand new, 3 bedroom home 
with apartment, built on 
7.139 sft of land. 

The property comes with 
100% fencing, bomanite 
terraces, kitchen appliances, 
surround system, gazebo, 
swimming pool, landscaped 
garden. This property is 
available right away! 


Ontuijc. 

Best & Solid Real Estate 



urn 


US $ 479. 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 


A new office. 

A better way to buy 
and sell rea! estate. 


We are excited to announce 
the opening of our second office 

the Radisson Aruba Resort. 


Cold well Banker Aruba Realty 

Radisson Aruba Resort 
J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 81 
Phone (297)586-6672 


COLDUieUL 
BANGOR □ 
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www.coldwellbanker.aw 




Beach Villas at Divi Phoenix (NEW) 

Wk 7,8,9 IB &2B units from $9500 
Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

Platinum Season 

OV $18k OS $19k OF $29K 

3 BEDRM $29k 

Plat Plus Holiday 51 OV-$42k 

Plat Plus NY 52 OV- $49k 

GOLD Season 

OS $1 Ok OV $9500 

Oceanfront$17k 

3 BEDRM OV $17,000 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

Platinum 2B 0V$19k 
Oceanfront PLAT $29k 
Platinum IB OV $12,500 
Gold season 2B OV $10,000 
Oceanfront 2B $17,000 
IB Oceanfront $9,500 
La Cabana Beach & Racquet Club 

^Preferred Resale Company** 

ALL summer & fall weeks starting 
at $3k 

Studio, IBdrm & 2Bdrm available. 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda inventory 
We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL or RENT any 
timeshare property. 
www.conciergerealty.com 

Concierge Realty 
Michelle Donato 
michelledonato@cfl.rr.com 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 
888-888-2204 X-101 
321-206-6293 Local Florida 


If you have 
interest in 
selling or 
Buying ANY 
I timeshare 
| contact us! 

Michelle Donato 



FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 
Everything’s included in 
this 2 Br 2 'A bath unit 
check it out now at 
www.arubarental.info 

or call 562-0735 free 
pick up 

_ 113454 

FOR SALE 

House for sale by owner 
Close to the beach in Alto Vista in 
nice Residential area, property 
land smart electricity hot water. 

I will reduced the price at $160,000 
due to emergency reasons for 
more info. 594-6639 

197793 

LA CABANA 

Fixed week owners, 
protect your interest. 

Join FWOA 
twoa1@verizon.net 

113141 

FOR SALE 

Story home, 4 bedroom, 4 bath, 
balcony, pool, etc. In front of 
Marriott Hotel. More info 594-4953 

113141 



DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 



ORANJESTAD 

kl 

1 J 
1 

i _ 

2 December 

Dr. Sneek 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Botica Santa Cruz Tel: 585-8028 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica San Nicolas Tel: 584-5712 


Police 

Police 581-1100 

Oranjestad 582-4000 

Noord 587-0009 

Sta. Cruz 585-4710 

Savaneta 584-7000 

San Nicolas 584-5000 



Emergency 

Numbers 



Emergency 


911 


dies'* 


Services 


Information 

Setar 

Taxi 

Taxi- Tas 
Profesional Taxi 
Taxi D.T.S. 
Service Aruba 


118 

582-5151 

582- 2116 

587- 5900 

588- 0035 
587-2300 

583- 3232 


CRUISE SHIP 



Dec 12 Island Princess 
Ocean Dream 
Statendam 


Aruba Airport 
American Airlines 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Suriname Airways 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


Tel:524-2424 
Tel: 582-2700 
Tel: 588-0059 
Tel: 588-1900 
Tel: 588-9314 
Tel: 588-2244 
Tel: 582-7117 
Tel: 582-7896 
Tel: 588-4272 
Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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Air Force sends mystery mini-shuttle back to space 



This April 5, 2010 photo made available by the U.S. Air Force 
via NASA shows the X-37B Orbital Test Vehicle at the Astrotech 


facility in Titusville, Fla. 


Associated Press 


MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida 
(AP) — The military’s small, 
top-secret version of the 
space shuttle rocketed into 
orbit Tuesday for a repeat 
mystery mission, two years 
after making the first flight 
of its kind. 

The Air Force launched 
the unmanned spacecraft 
Tuesday hidden on top of 
an Atlas V rocket. 

As if on cue, clouds quickly 
swallowed up the rocket as 
it disappeared out over the 
ocean. 

It is the second flight for this 
original X-37B spaceplane. 
The craft circled the planet 
for seven months in 2010. 

A second X-37B spacecraft 
spent more than a year in 
orbit. 

These high-tech mystery 
machines — 29 feet long 
(eight meters) — are about 
one-quarter the size of 
NASA’s old space shuttles 
and can land automati¬ 
cally on a runway. 

The two previous touch¬ 
downs occurred in South¬ 
ern California; this one 
might end on NASA's 
three-mile(five kilometer)- 
long runway once reserved 
for the space agency’s 
shuttles. 

The military isn't saying 
much if anything about 
this new secret mission 


known as OTV-3, or Orbital 
Test Vehicle, flight No. 3. In 
fact, launch commentary 
ended 17 minutes into the 
flight and a news blackout 


followed. 

But one scientific observer, 
Jonathan McDowell of the 
Harvard-Smithsonian Cen¬ 
ter for Astrophysics, specu¬ 
lates the spaceplane is 
carrying sensors designed 


for spying and likely is serv¬ 
ing as a testbed for future 
satellites. 

He dismisses rumors of “ex¬ 
otic ideas” for the X-37B as 
weaponry or shadowing a 
Chinese satellite. 

While acknowledging he 
does not know what the 
spaceplane is carrying, 
McDowell said on-board 
sensors could be capable 
of imaging or intercepting 
transmissions of electron¬ 
ic emissions from terrorist 
training sites in Afghanistan 
or other hot spots. 

“All the sorts of things that 
spy satellites generally do,” 
he said. 

The beauty of a reusable 
spaceplane is that it can 
be launched on short no¬ 
tice based on need, Mc¬ 
Dowell said. 

What's important about 
this flight is that it is the first 
reflight. 

“That is pretty cool,” Mc¬ 
Dowell said, “reusing your 
spacecraft after a runway 
landing. 

That’s something that has 
only really been done with 
the shuttle.” 

Now retired museum piec¬ 
es, NASA's space shuttles 
stretch 122 feet (37 me¬ 
ters) long, and have 78- 
foot (24-meter)wingspans 
and weights of more than 
170,000 pounds (77,111 ki¬ 
lograms). 

They were launched, from 


on booster rockets and an 
external fuel tank feeding 
three main engines. 

The X-37B wingspan is 15 
feet (4.6 meters), and the 
11,000-pound (5,000-kilo- 
gram), Boeing-built vessel 
requires the United Launch 
Alliance’s hefty Atlas V for 
hoisting.lt is solar powered. 
The two previous secret X- 
37B flights were in 200-plus- 
(300-plus)-mile-high orbits, 
circling at roughly 40-de- 
gree angles to the equator, 
as calculated by amateur 
satellite trackers. 

That means the craft flew 
over the swatch between 
40 degrees or so north lati¬ 
tude and 40 degrees or so 
south latitude. 

That puts Russia’s far north 
out of the spaceplane’s 
observing realm, McDowell 
noted. 

“It might be studying Mid¬ 
dle Eastern latitudes or it 
might just be being used for 
sensor tests over the United 
States,” he said. 

McDowell speculates that 
this newest flight will follow 
suit. 

The International Space 
Station, by comparison, 
orbits about 250 miles (400 
kilometers)high but at a 
much steeper 51.6-degree 
inclination, or angle to the 
equator, that covers more 
territory. 

The X-37B program, which 
dates back to 1999, is op¬ 
erated by the Air Force 
Rapid Capabilities Office 
and geared toward space 
experimentation. 

Some scientists — like Laura 
Grego of the Union of Con¬ 
cerned Scientists — argue 
the Air Force could accom¬ 
plish the same objectives 
by using cheaper, more 
efficient spacecraft that 
either burn up on entry or 
parachute down. 

“The ability to return to Earth 
carries a high price,” Grego 
said in a statement. □ 




Massage and escort service 
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Ricky Martin wishes he 
could come out again 


EDITH M. LEDERER 
Associated Press 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 

Latin superstar Ricky Mar¬ 
tin is telling a U.N. confer¬ 
ence on homophobia that 
he wishes he could come 
out again so he could tell 
people struggling with 
their identities that “it’s just 
beautiful — you find love.” 
Martin said Tuesday that 
“for many years, I lived 
in fear ... because I was 
hating myself because I 
grew up listening to a very 
crooked concept: ‘You're 
gay. You belong in hell.’" 
Martin, who is currently 
starring on Broadway in 
“Evita,” said it was amaz¬ 
ing to be at the United Na¬ 
tions surrounded by people 
“fighting for one cause 
— equality and love and 
social justice.” He praised 
U.N. Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon who got a 
standing ovation after tell¬ 
ing the conference that 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people — the 
LGBTs — “are entitled to 
the same rights as every¬ 
one else.” “They, too, are 
born free and equal,” Ban 
said. “I stand shoulder-to- 
shoulder with them in their 
struggle for human rights.” 
The secretary-general said 
he is “pained" that more 
than 76 countries still crimi¬ 
nalize homosexuality. “I am 
here to again denounce 
violence and demand ac¬ 
tion for true equality,” he 
said. While the past de¬ 
cade has seen far-reach¬ 
ing reforms in Europe, the 
Americas and a number 



In this Nov. 5, 2012 file photo, 
entertainer Ricky Martin walks 
onstage to speak during a 
campaign stop for President 
Barack Obama in Orlando, 
Fla. Associated Press 

of African and Asian coun¬ 
tries, Ban said, in a number 
of countries — including 
Ukraine — draft laws have 
been proposed that would 
criminalize public discussion 
of homosexuality. South Af¬ 
rican singing star Yvonne 
Chaka Chaka, a human 
rights activist and goodwill 
ambassador for the U.N. 
children's fund who is mar¬ 
ried and has four children, 
said “I think straight peo¬ 
ple should respect other 
people because, for me, I 
don’t think there’s anything 
crooked about LGBT.” Their 
only “crime,” she said, “is 
because they love the 
same gender." Chaka said 
her husband is a prince 
who is allowed to have 
three or four wives “but I 
would not let him.” I will 
never allow him to have a 
second wife, and he knows 
that. That is why he chose 
me,” she said. “If he wants 
to, goodbye.”□ 


‘Lincoln’ leads Critics’ 
Choice Awards nominees 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Film 
critics love “Lincoln.” The 
historical drama earned 
a record-breaking 13 
nominations for the Critics’ 
Choice Movie Awards. 

The Broadcast Film Critics 
Association announced 
the nominees for its 18th 
annual awards ceremony 
Tuesday in Los Angeles. 
“Lincoln” beat the 12 
nods earned by 2010's 
“Black Swan” with bids for 
director Steven Spielberg, 


star Daniel Day-Lewis and 
supporting actors Sally Field 
and Tommy Lee Jones, as 
well as cinematography, 
adapted screenplay, 
costume design, makeup, 
editing, art direction, score 
and acting ensemble. 

“Les Miserables” follows 
with 11 nominations and 
“Silver Linings Playbook” 
has 10. “Life of Pi” earned 
nine nods. “Argo,” "Skyfall” 
and “The Master" each 
have seven. □ 



2013 Rock and Roll Hall of Fame inductee Quincy Jones, left, mingles with fellow inductees Nancy 
Wilson, center, and her sister Ann of the band Heart following a news conference to announce the 
2013 inductees, Tuesday, Dec. 11, 2012, in Los Angeles. Associated Press 


Vindication for 2013 Rock 
Hall of Fame inductees 


CHRIS TALBOTT 
AP Music Writer 

Randy Newman’s glad 
he didn't have to do any¬ 
thing drastic to get into the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. 
The members of Rush are 
choosing to let bygones 
be bygones. And Quincy 
Jones, well, he’s still mad. 
All were among inductees 
announced Tuesday by 
Flea of The Red Hot Chili 
Peppers at a news confer¬ 
ence in Los Angeles. For 
most of this year's induct¬ 
ees, inclusion was a long 
time coming. 

“I’m very happy,” the 
69-year-old Newman said 
Monday from his home in 
Los Angeles. “I thought I'd 
have to die first, but I’m 
glad I'm around to see it.” 
Newman is joined in the 
2013 class by the eclectic 
group of rockers Rush and 
Heart, rap group Public 
Enemy, “Queen of Disco" 
Donna Summer and blues- 
man Albert King. Jones and 
his friend Lou Adler will en¬ 
ter the hall as Ahmet Erte¬ 
gun Award winners for their 
contributions to rock be¬ 
yond performance. 

They will be inducted into 
the hall of fame April 18 in 
Los Angeles. The ceremony 
will mark the end of a long 
wait for fans of five of those 
six acts, who’ve been eligi¬ 
ble for entry for some time. 
Public Enemy was induct¬ 


ed on its first ballot appear¬ 
ance, swelling the ranks of 
hip-hop entries. 

In many ways, the 2013 
class balances the scales, 
though not nearly soon 
enough for some new 
members. 

“Well, it’s about time, 
man,” Jones said late Mon¬ 
day night in an interview 
from his home in Los Ange¬ 
les. “But I promise you I'm 
not sitting around worrying 
about it.” 

Summer, who passed away 
at age 63 in May, gains en¬ 
try after six years as a nomi¬ 
nee. King, a deep influ¬ 
ence on Jimi Hendrix and 
Stevie Ray Vaughn who 
died in 1992, now takes his 
place alongside all the oth¬ 
er legendary blues guitar¬ 
ists in the hall. Rush, one of 
the most-played staples of 
classic rock radio, gained 
entry following its first ap¬ 
pearance on the ballot. 
But the Canadian trio be¬ 
came eligible in 1998 and 
was repeatedly left off the 
list, to the great consterna¬ 
tion of its legion of fans who 
cried bias against prog 
rock. Heart also waited a 
decade to make it on the 
ballot, gaining entry during 
its second appearance. 
After years of disappoint¬ 
ment, then disinterest. 
Rush’s Alex Lifeson said the 
band now feels “wonder¬ 
ful” about its entry into the 


hall and is especially happy 
for its followers. 

“First of all it's all water un¬ 
der the bridge and it was 
a very tiny bridge," the 
59-year-old guitarist said in 
a phone interview from his 
home in Toronto. “I think 
our fans are more upset 
than we were because 
they feel a real bond to 
this band and it’s been 
an important part of their 
lives in some form, and to 
be snubbed was snubbing 
them at the same time. ... 
Perhaps there were times 
when I thought if this ever 
happens I’m not going to 
bother going, or who cares 
or whatever, but at the end 
of the day positive karma is 
an important thing and this 
is an important thing to a 
lot of our fans and people 
we know." Jones was less 
forgiving of the long wait 
he had. The 79-year-old en¬ 
tertainment icon's finger¬ 
prints are all over the hall of 
fame. He pops up often at 
key moments in rock ‘n’ roll 
history and was even Ray 
Charles’ presenter during 
the soul singer's induction 
at the inaugural 1986 cer¬ 
emony. He never expect¬ 
ed to wait so long for his 
own entry. “I was pissed off 
about it at first because I 
saw how it was going down 
and who was going in and 
who wasn’t,” Jones said 
with a deep laugh.Q 
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Lawsuit claims TV’s ‘Storage Wars’ show is rigged 



This 2011 photo released by A&E shows Dave Hester in front of the 
Rags to Riches thrift store in Costa Mesa, Calif. 

Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Some 
of the valuables found hid¬ 
den in abandoned lockers 
on A&E’s “Storage Wars” 
have been added by pro¬ 
ducers to deceive viewers, 
a former cast member of 
the show claims in a lawsuit 
filed Tuesday. 

David Hester's suit claims 
producers have added a 
BMW Mini and newspapers 
chronicling Elvis Presley’s 
death to lockers in order to 
build drama for the show 
and that his complaints 
about the practices led to 
his firing. 

Hester is seeking more than 
$750,000 in his wrongful ter¬ 
mination, breach of con¬ 
tract and unfair business 


practices lawsuit. A&E Tele¬ 
vision Network declined 
comment, citing the pend¬ 
ing lawsuit. 


“Storage Wars” follows buy¬ 
ers who bid for abandoned 
storage lockers hoping to 
find valuables tucked in¬ 


side. 

“A&E regularly plants valu¬ 
able items or memorabil¬ 
ia,” the lawsuit states. Hes¬ 
ter’s suit claims he was fired 
from participating in the 
series' fourth season after 
expressing concerns that 
manipulating the storage 
lockers for the sake of the 
show was illegal. 

He claims that producers 
stopped adding items to 
his units after his initial com¬ 
plaints but continued the 
practice for other series 
participants. The lawsuit 
alleges entire units have 
been staged and the prac¬ 
tice may violate a federal 
law intended to prevent 
viewers from being de¬ 


ceived when watching a 
show involving intellectual 
skills. “Storage Wars” de¬ 
picts buyers having only a 
few moments to look into 
an abandoned unit before 
deciding on whether to bid 
on it at auction. The lawsuit 
claims some of the auc¬ 
tion footage on the show 
is staged. Hester, known as 
“The Mogul” on the show, 
has been buying aban¬ 
doned storage units and 
re-selling their contents for 
26 years, according to the 
suit. 

Nielsen Co. has ranked 
“Storage Wars” among ca¬ 
ble television’s top-ranked 
shows several times since its 
2010 debut.Q 


Van Gogh dazzles at Netherlands’ 

Kroeller-Mueller 


U.S. actress Parker hails EU 
as example for America 


TOBY STERLING 
Associated Press 
AMSTERDAM (AP) — With 
the Van Gogh Museum 
in Amsterdam closed for 
renovations until April, the 
world's second-largest 
collection of the tortured 
Dutch master's work is step¬ 
ping into the limelight. 

The Kroeller-Mueller muse¬ 
um in the eastern Nether¬ 
lands is not as well-known 
but is still considered a 
jewel among connoisseurs. 
It has revamped the layout 
of its central rooms, giving 
more space and more fo¬ 
cus to its very best works. 
“Van Gogh really stands 
central now, both physi¬ 
cally in the museum and in 
the collection as a whole,” 
director Lisette Pelsers said 
in a telephone interview. 
This week the museum an¬ 
nounced “Vincent is Back,” 
because after a time in 
which many of its 91 Vin¬ 
cent Van Gogh paintings, 
180 drawings and other 
works have been on loan, 
they are set to return in 
style. 

It has opened “Native Soil,” 
the first of a two-part exhi¬ 
bition looking at the spec¬ 
tacular changes that Van 
Gogh underwent in his ar¬ 
tistic career, which took 
place almost entirely in the 
decade from 1880 to 1890. 
The appropriately wintery 
exhibit focuses on Van 
Gogh's formative years 
in the Netherlands, with a 



In this photo provided by the 
Kroeller-Mueller Museum in 
Otterlo on Tuesday, Dec. 11, 
2012 the 1887 painting “Self- 
portrait” by Vincent van Gogh 
is seen. Associated Press 

dark palette and simple, 
somber subjects. 

“Native Soil” culminates in 
what is widely regarded as 
Van Gogh's first great mas¬ 
terpiece, the 1885 “Potato 
Eaters." It also shows small¬ 
er works that presage the 
colorful brilliance to come, 
such as the 1885 “Head of 
a Woman Wearing a White 
Hat," which may have 
been part of Van Gogh’s 
preparations for “Potato 
Eaters,;” and the emotive 
1882 study “Sorrowful Old 
Man” in black chalk. 

“You can really see him 
struggling to find his style as 
an artist,” Pelsers said. 
Beginning in April, the 
“Land of Light" exhibition 
will show off the incred¬ 
ible range of color and 
energy in Van Gogh’s late 


works. Much of the collec¬ 
tion from both periods will 
remain on display through¬ 
out the year, including lat¬ 
er masterworks such as his 
1888 “Terrace of a Cafe at 
Night." Also remaining on 
display are a series of ex¬ 
cellent portraits, including 
a famous 1887 self-portrait, 
and others such as the 1889 
“Portrait of Joseph Roulin." 
Although the Kroeller-Muel¬ 
ler Museum has decided 
to more actively promote 
its Van Gogh works, its col¬ 
lection ranges well beyond 
that with important paint¬ 
ings by Georges Seurat, 
Pablo Picasso, Fernand 
Leger, Piet Mondrian, Paul 
Gauguin, Giorgio de Chiri¬ 
co and dozens of others. 
It also features one of Eu¬ 
rope’s best sculpture gar¬ 
dens, with works by Au¬ 
guste Rodin, Henry Moore, 
Niki de Saint Phalle and 
many more. 

The museum is located in 
Otterlo, Netherlands, not 
far from the German bor¬ 
der. 

For the more adventurous, 
one of the museum's spe¬ 
cial attractions is the option 
to begin a visit at one of 
three park entrances rath¬ 
er than the museum itself. 
It’s easy to borrow one of 
hundreds of free bicycles 
and cycle several kilome¬ 
ters (miles) on well-marked 
paths through the park's 
gentle dunes and pine 
trees to the museumO 


BJOERN H. AMLAND 

Associated Press 

OSLO, Norway (AP) — 

American actress Sarah 
Jessica Parker praised the 
EU on Tuesday for winning 
the Nobel Peace Prize for 
pacifying Europe and unit¬ 
ing its different cultures af¬ 
ter World War II, and she 
said the bloc should serve 
as an example to the Unit¬ 
ed States, given the divi¬ 
sions its recent elections 
have brought to the sur¬ 
face. 

Parker said that while it 
might be controversial to 
have awarded the 27-na- 
tion EU the prestigious 
award as it struggles with a 
financial crisis that is caus¬ 
ing hardship to many, it is 
“a terrific blueprint for us," 
and one the U.S. should 
learn from. 

“I don't know how we 
can’t,” she said in an in¬ 
terview before the Nobel 
Concert she is hosting with 
Scottish actor Gerard But¬ 
ler. “It is also a story that 
we are trying to tell in our 
country. We are trying to 
say to one another: We are 
different. We are a divid¬ 
ed nation, but our goals in 
many ways are the same. 
“We have had two elec¬ 
tions that have been really 
painful for our country." 

Not everyone approved 
the decision to give the 
prize to the EU, which was 
created 60 years ago as 
Europe was struggling to re¬ 


cover from a war that killed 
millions of people. Three 
Peace Prize laureates — 
South African Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu, Mairead 
Maguire of Northern Ireland 
and Adolfo Perez Esquivel 
from Argentina — said the 
bloc should not receive the 
$1.2 million in Peace Prize 
money because it relies on 
military force to ensure se¬ 
curity. 

Parker, known from the 
television comedy-drama 
“Sex and the City," said her 
parents were peace activ¬ 
ists and she remembers at¬ 
tending anti-war rallies at 
an early age. She said visit¬ 
ing Oslo held a special sig¬ 
nificance for her since she 
wanted to see the table 
around which the decisions 
are made on awarding the 
Peace Prize. 

Parker said that the EU had 
helped solve “incredibly 
complicated old problems 
and if they can find a way 
to be a community ... that 
is an ideal. It is what I want 
for us.” Butler, who worked 
as a lawyer before becom¬ 
ing an actor, said he lived 
much of his early life in 
Scotland, “which has had 
a very tragic history fighting 
against England for thou¬ 
sands of years." 

“Now we live in a time 
when this isn’t happening, 
and I think as a Scotsman, 
as a European, it makes me 
very proud to be part of this 
process,” he said. □ 
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Dinosaurs And Denial 



It’s Hard To Be A Hero 



CHARLES M. BLOW 
© 2012 New York Times 

Finally, Sen. Marco Rubio of 
Florida - a Tea Party darling and 
possible 2016 presidential can¬ 
didate - admits that dinosaurs 
and humans didn’t co-exist. 

Last month, when GQ asked 
Rubio “how old do you think 
the Earth is?’’ he stammered 
through an answer. 

“I’m not a scientist, man. I can 
tell you what recorded history 
says. I can tell you what the Bible 
says, but I think that’s a dispute 
amongst theologians.” He con¬ 
tinued, “Whether the Earth was 
created in seven days, or seven 
actual eras, I’m not sure we’ll 
ever be able to answer that. It’s 
one of fhe great mysteries.” 

This week, in an interview with 
Politico, he attempted to mop 
up that mess. 

He said, “There is no scientific 
debate on the age of fhe Earth. 
I mean, it’s established pretty 
definitively. It’s at least 4.5 billion 
years old.” 

But then he hedged: “I just think 
in America we should have the 
freedom to teach our children 
whatever it is we believe. And 
that means teaching them sci¬ 
ence. They have to know the 
science, but also parents have 
the right to teach them the the¬ 
ology and to reconcile those 
two things.” 

Why the hedge? Because he 
is in a party of creationists. Ac¬ 
cording to a June Gallup report, 
most Republicans (58 percent) 
believed that God created hu¬ 
mans in their present form within 
the last 10,000 years. Most Dem¬ 
ocrats and independents did 
not agree. 

This anti-intellectualism is ante¬ 
diluvian. No wonder a 2009 Pew 
Research Center report found 
fhat only 6 percent of scientists 
identified as Republican and 9 
percent identified as conserva¬ 
tive. 

Furthermore, a 2005 study found 
fhaf just 11 percent of college 
professors identified as Repub¬ 
lican and 15 percent identified 
as conservative. Some argue 
that this simply represents a lib¬ 
eral bias in academia. But just 
as strong a case could be made 
that people who absorb facts 
easily don’t suffer fools gladly. 
Last month, Gov. Bobby Jindal 
of Louisiana, fhe chairman of 
fhe Republican Governors Asso¬ 
ciation, said on CNN: 

“We need to stop being the 
dumb party. We need to offer 
smart, conservative, intelligent 
ideas and policies.” 

This is exactly the kind of turn the 


Republicans need to take, but 
Jindal’s rhetoric doesn’t com¬ 
pletely line up with his record. As 
The Scotsman of Edinburgh re¬ 
ported in June, “Pupils attending 
privately run Christian schools in 
the southern state of Louisiana 
will learn from textbooks next 
year, which claim Scotland’s 
most famous mythological 
beast is a living creature.” That 
mythological beast would be 
the Loch Ness monster. 

The Scotsman continued: 
“Thousands of children are to 
receive publicly funded vouch¬ 
ers enabling fhem to attend the 
schools - which follow a stricf 
fundamentalist curriculum. The 
Accelerated Christian Educa¬ 
tion (ACE) programme teaches 
controversial religious beliefs, 
aimed at disproving evolu¬ 
tion and proving creationism. 
Youngsters will be told that if it 
can be proved that dinosaurs 
walked the Earth at the same 
time as man, then Darwinism is 
fatally flawed.” 

This is all because of a law thaf 
Jindal signed. Thankfully, last 
week a state judge ruled that 
the voucher program is uncon¬ 
stitutional. But Louisiana isn’t the 
only red state where creation¬ 
ism has state support. 

Kentucky has a Creationist Mu¬ 
seum that warns visitors to “be 
prepared to experience history 
in a completely unprecedented 
way,” according to its website. 
It continues: “Adam and Eve live 
in the Garden of Eden. Children 
play and dinosaurs roam near 
Eden’s Rivers.” Unprecedented 
is certainly one word for it. 

Now the museum group is plan¬ 
ning to build a creationist theme 
park, with $43 million in state tax 
incentives. It should be noted 
that Mitt Romney won Kentucky 
by 23 points last month. Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama won only 
four of Kentucky’s 120 counties. 
And the beginning of the world 
isn’t the only point of denial. 
So is fhe potential end of it. A 
March Gallup poll found fhaf 
Republicans were much less 
likely fhan Democrats or inde¬ 
pendents to say that they wor¬ 
ried about global warming. 
Only 16 percent of Republicans 
said that they worried a great 
deal about it, while 42 percent 
of Democrats and 31 percent of 
independents did. 

This as the National Climatic 
Data Center reported that “the 
January-November period was 
the warmest first 11 months of 
any year on record for the con¬ 
tiguous United States, and for 
the entire year, 2012 will most 
likely surpass the current record 
(1998, 54.3(DEGREES)F) as the 
warmest year for the nation.” 
Surely some of this is because of 
party isolationism and extremism 
and what David Frum, the con¬ 
servative columnist, called the 
“conservative entertainment 
complex.” But there is also willful 
ignorance at play in some quar¬ 
ters, and Republicans mustn’t 
simply brush it aside. They must 
beat it back. 

If the Republicans don’t want to 
see their party go the way of fhe 
dinosaurs, they have to step out 
of fhe past.Q 
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On a crisp January day in 2007, 
a 50-year-old construction work¬ 
er named Wesley Autrey be¬ 
came a New York hero when he 
rescued a man who had fallen 
onto the subway tracks. 

A train had just left the sta¬ 
tion, so the platform was nearly 
empty except for Autrey, his 
two daughters and a young 
man who was having a seizure 
of some sort. The man fell onto 
the tracks, in a position, Autrey 
told me recently, “where he 
was going to lose his limbs.” With 
another train fast approaching, 
Autrey instinctively jumped onto 
the tracks, positioned the man’s 
body safely between the rails, 
and lay on top of him. Five cars 
passed over them before the 
train screeched to a halt. 

What prompted me to tele¬ 
phone Autrey was the death 
Monday of Ki-Suck Han, a 
Queens man who was pushed 
onto the 49th Street subway 
tracks, allegedly by Naeem Da¬ 
vis, a drifter with whom police 
said he had been having an al¬ 
tercation. This time, there were 
plenty of people on the plat¬ 
form, most notably R. Umar Ab- 
basi, a photographer who took 
some horrifying pictures as the 
subway train closed in on Han. 
The 22 seconds or so between 
Han being pushed and the 
train reaching him was about 
the same amount of time that 
Autrey had nearly six years ear¬ 


lier. Yet, on Monday, no one on 
the crowded platform made 
a move to help Han until it was 
too late. (A doctor tried to ad¬ 
minister CPR, but he was already 
dead.) 

“People were just standing in 
fear and shock, not really know¬ 
ing what was going on” one by¬ 
stander told a crowd of report¬ 
ers. 

“Some people started running 
out of the platform. Other peo¬ 
ple just stood there.” 

When one of Abbasi’s gruesome 
phofographs landed on the 
front page of The New York Post, 
the reaction was fierce. 
“Someone’s taking that pic¬ 
ture,” said Al Roker on NBC’s 
“Today Show.” “Why aren’t they 
helping this guy up?” 

Abbasi defended himself in part 
by saying he used his flash to 
warn the conductor, but he was 
also quick to point the finger at 
others. 

“Why didn’t the people who 
were close enough help him?” 
he asked. “If I had reached him 
in time I would have pulled him 
up,” he insisted. 

We all harbor the hope that if we 
found ourselves in the same po¬ 
sition as Wesley Autrey - or Umar 
Abbasi - we would act with 
courage instead of cowardice. 
Yet behavioral science suggests 
otherwise. The most famous case 
of bystanders failing to act took 
place in 1964, when Kitty Geno¬ 
vese, a young woman living in 
a quiet Queens neighborhood, 
was brutally stabbed to death. 
Despite her repeated screams 
for help, some 38 people who 
heard her from their apartments 
did nothing - not even call the 
police. 

A.M. Rosenthal, the renowned 
former executive editor of The 
New York Times, who was then 
the metropolitan editor - and 
who had gotten the tip that led 
to the story - wrote a short book 
called “Thirty-Eight Witnesses.” In 
it, Rosenthal asked the question 
that haunted the country in the 
aftermath of fhe murder: Why? 
Why didn’t anyone do any¬ 
thing? 


Rosenthal could only guess at 
the answer because there had 
been no research on what is now 
known as “pro-social behavior.” 
But after the story gripped the 
country, two young social sci¬ 
entists - Bibb Latane, then at 
Columbia University, and John 
Darley, who taught at New York 
University - conducted a series 
of experiments on the behavior 
of bystanders. 

Their startling conclusion - which 
is now known as the bystander 
effect - is that the more people 
who witness a crime, the less 
likely any one of them will come 
to the aid of fhe victim. Partly 
this is because when people 
see others not doing anything, 
they become confused, not 
sure if it really is an emergency 
- “a collective ignorance” says 
Latane. Another reason, though, 
is something called the diffusion 
of responsibility. 

“You think to yourself, there are 
all these other people here. This 
isn’t entirely my problem,” says 
Latane. 

Go back to the beginning of 
this column. The crucial detail in 
2007, when viewed through the 
prism of behavioral science, is 
that the subway platform was 
nearly empty. Autrey acted he¬ 
roically - even leaving his two 
young children unattended to 
do so - because there was no 
one else who could help. On 
Monday, the 49th Street sub¬ 
way platform was full of peo¬ 
ple, each possibly thinking that 
someone else was closer, some¬ 
one else was stronger, someone 
else should be responsible for 
the heroic act. As a result, no 
one acted. 

“I wouldn’t do the wrong thing,” 
one man waiting for a subway 
train told The Times on Tuesday. 
That’s what we all want to think. 
It’s why we are so quick to con¬ 
demn those who do nothing at 
such moments. 

But let’s be honest: We don’t re¬ 
ally know how we’ll act until the 
moment is upon us. Sadly, the 
science says we’re more likely 
to do nothing than respond like 
Wesley Autrey. Q 
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Wednesday, December 12, 2012 


^ I LOCAL 


Christmas 

is the season 
of sharing and giving. 


Let’s make this a Merry and Joyful Christmas for everyone on 
our island, as it’s an opportunity for us all to show solidarity and 
our love to others. You too can be part of this program by 

bringing your gift to our office located at the 

Weststraat #22 in Oranjestad. 


As has been the custom of Aruba Today and Bon Dia Aruba since 
2003, we are again collecting toys, books, clothing for boys and 
girls, non-perishable food, etc. for Casa Cuna Children’s House, 

Imeldahof and The Food Bank of Aruba. 


Financial contributions are also possible. 
Help us make this Christmas a very special one for our 

children and families all in Aruba. 
, | Toys for Tots thanks each and everyone 

1^ of you for helping us helping others. 


THANK YOU!! 
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